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INTRODUCED

26102177D
HOUSE BILL NO. 929
Offered January 14, 2026
A BILL to amend and reenact § 64.2-1617 of the Code of Virginia, relating to Uniform Power of Attorney
Act; acknowledged power of attorney; definition.

Patrons—Simon and Thornton
Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That § 64.2-1617 of the Code of Virginiaisamended and reenacted as follows:

8 64.2-1617. Acceptance of and reliance upon acknowledged power of attorney.

A. For purposes of this section and § 64.2-1618, "acknowledged" means purportedly verified before a
notary public or other individual authorized to take acknowledgments.

B. A person that in good faith accepts an acknowledged power of attorney that has been signed in
accordance with § 64.2-1603 without actual knowledge that the power of attorney is void, invalid, or
terminated, that the purported agent's authority is void, invalid, or terminated, or that the agent is exceeding
or improperly exercising the agent's authority may rely upon the power of attorney as if the power of attorney
were genuine, valid, and still in effect, the agent's authority were genuine, valid, and still in effect, and the
agent had not exceeded and had properly exercised the authority. Fhe preceding sentence shalt ret apply te an
acknowledged pewer of atterhey that contains a forged signature of the prineipak:

C. A person thaI is asked to accept an acknowledged power of attorney may request, and rely upon,
without further investigation, any or all of the following:

1. An agent's certification under oath of any factual matter concerning the principal, agent, or power of
attorney;

2. An English tranglation of the power of attorney if the power of attorney contains, in whole or in part,
language other than English; and

3. An opinion of the counsel for the principal or the agent, or the opinion of counsel for the person, asto
any matter of law concerning the power of attorney if the person making the request providesin awriting or
other record the reason for the request.

D. An English translation or an opinion of counsel for the principal or the agent requested under this
section shall be provided at the principal's expense.

E. An agent's certification, an English trandation, or an opinion of counsel shall be in recordable form if
the exercise of the power requires recordation of any instrument under the laws of the Commonwealth.

F. For purposes of this section and § 64.2-1618, a person that conducts activities through employees and
exercises commercially reasonable procedures to communicate information concerning powers of attorney
among its employees is without actual knowledge of afact relating to a power of attorney, a principal, or an
agent if the employee conducting the transaction involving the power of attorney has followed such
procedures and is nonethel ess without actual knowledge of the fact.
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