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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 2172

Offered June 21, 2026
Celebrating the life of Dawann Anthony Steagall, Jr.

—————
Patrons—Askew, Anderson, Anthony, Austin, Bloxom, Bulova, Callsen, Carnegie, Carr, Carroll, Cherry, 

Cohen, Cole, N.T., Convirs-Fowler, Cornett, Cousins, Davis, Delaney, Dougherty, Feggans, Franklin, 
L.V., Franklin, M.A., Gardner, Glass, Hamilton, Hernandez, Hodges, Kent, Kilgore, Leftwich, LeVere 
Bolling, Lopez, Martinez, McAuliff, McClure, McGuire, McPike, Mehta, Morefield, Nivar, Oates, 
O'Quinn, Pence, Phillips, Rasoul, Reid, Rice, Runion, Schmidt, Seibold, Sewell, Shin, Tata, Thornton, 
Tran, Wachsmann, Walker, Ward, Ware, Webert, Whittle, Wiley, Willett, Williams, Wilt, Wyatt and 
Zehr

—————
WHEREAS, Dawann Anthony Steagall, Jr., chief of staff of the Honorable Alex Q. Askew and a beloved 

member of the Hampton Roads community, died on May 31, 2026, leaving a legacy of love, compassion, and 
dedication; and

WHEREAS, known affectionately by family and friends as “DJ” or “Big Steags,” Dawann Steagall was 
born in Portsmouth and graduated from West Potomac High School in Fairfax County in 2017; and

WHEREAS, after earning a bachelor's degree in criminal justice and sociology from Old Dominion 
University in 2021, Dawann Steagall participated in the Governor's Fellows Program with the Secretary of 
Public Safety and Homeland Security; and

WHEREAS, Dawann Steagall served as the campaign manager for the Honorable Alex Q. Askew and 
became his chief of staff in January 2024, working tirelessly to support the delegate both at the General 
Assembly of Virginia and in his interactions with his constituents; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure as chief of staff, Dawann Steagall successfully championed legislation to 
increase awareness of certain cancers known to be more common in individuals with sickle cell disease or the 
sickle cell trait; and

WHEREAS, Dawann Steagall found happiness in traveling, cooking, and cheering on the New England 
Patriots, and above all else enjoyed spending quality time with family and loved ones; and

WHEREAS, guided throughout his life by his faith, Dawann Steagall was a devoted member of 
Gethsemane Community Fellowship Baptist Church in Norfolk; and

WHEREAS, Dawann Steagall demonstrated the power of his faith in all of his endeavors, making every 
effort to help those in need and to make a positive and lasting difference in the lives of others; and

WHEREAS, Dawann Steagall remained optimistic and undaunted throughout his battle with sickle cell 
disease and cancer, exuding a strong and fearless spirit that inspired all who knew him; and

WHEREAS, Dawann Steagall will be fondly remembered and dearly missed by his parents, Belinda and 
Dawann, Sr.; his siblings, Kari and Delanie; his loving partner, Jazzmin Collins; and numerous other family 
members and friends; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Delegates hereby note with great sadness the loss of Dawann Anthony 
Steagall, Jr., a revered member of the Hampton Roads community whose courage, leadership, and service 
made an impact on countless lives; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution for 
presentation to the family of Dawann Anthony Steagall, Jr., as an expression of the House of Delegates' 
respect for his memory.
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