VIRGINIA ACTSOF ASSEMBLY - 2026 SESSION

CHAPTER 743

An Act to amend and reenact § 46.2-1166 of the Code of Virginia, relating to motor vehicle safety
inspections; safety inspectors.

[H 1145]
Approved April 13, 2026

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That § 46.2-1166 of the Code of Virginiaisamended and reenacted as follows:

§46.2-1166. Minimum standardsrequired for inspection stations; appointments.

A. The Superintendent shall not designate any person, firm, or corporation as an official inspection station
unless and until such person, firm or corporation satisfies the Superintendent, under such regulations as the
Superintendent shall prescribe, that such person, firm, or corporation has met and will continue to meet the
following standards:

1. The station has sufficient mechanical equipment and skitted and eompetent meehanties certified safety
inspectors to make a compl ete inspection in accordance with the provisions of this article;

2. Adequate means are provided by the station to test the brakes, headlights, and steering mechanism of
motor vehicles and to ascertain that motor vehicles inspected by the station meet the safety standards
prescribed by the Superintendent under the terms of thistitle;

3. The person making the actual inspection er trder whese Hnmediate supervision sueh Hispection is
made shalt have at least ene years practical experience as an adtometive meehante; or has
completed a trainitng program A adtometive mechanies approved is certified as a safety inspector by the
Superintendent of State Police;

4. No person shall be designated by such station to make such inspections unless the person has been
approved for that purpose by the Department of State Police; and

5. Fhe of State Police may; at his diseretion; waive the experience and trathing
Feqawementse#%hksseeﬂenie#mspeenensei metemyel&sand#a%whenmthe%upen—ntendem—sepmm

sdeh Haspections is etherwise gualitied to perform sueh +

6 The station has garage liability insurance in the amount of at |east $500,000 with an approved surplus
lines carrier or insurance company licensed to write such insurance in this Commonwealth, provided this
requirement shall not apply to inspection stations that inspect only their company—owned or leased or
government-owned or leased vehicles.

B. Any official inspection station may, at the discretion of the inspection station, accept vehicles on a
first-come, first-served basis or by prescheduled appointments for the safety inspection of a motor vehicle
pursuant to § 46.2-1157.


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/46.2-1166/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/46.2-1166/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/46.2-1166/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/46.2-1157/

