VIRGINIA ACTSOF ASSEMBLY - 2026 SESSION

CHAPTER 489

An Act to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 8.01-271.2, relating to consumer debt
collection proceedings; signing of pleadings, motions, and other papers.
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Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That the Code of Virginiaisamended by adding a section numbered 8.01-271.2 asfollows:

§8.01-271.2. Signing of pleadings, motions, and other papersin consumer debt collection proceedings.

In addition to any other requirement set forth in § 8.01-271.1, in any civil action to collect or enforce a
consumer debt, the attorney of record shall include in theinitial pleading and any subsequent filing the name
of the attorney of record, the attorney's business address, and the attorney's business telephone number
where such attorney can be reached directly by the court and the consumer or the consumer's attorney. If
such pleading, motion, or other paper is not signed in compliance with this section, it is defective. Such a
defect shall render the pleading, motion, or other paper voidable. If a signature defect is not timely and
properly cured after it is brought to the attention of the pleader or movant, the pleading, motion, or other
paper isinvalid and shall be stricken. A signature defect shall be cured within 21 days after it is brought to
the attention of the pleader or movant. If a signature defect is timely and properly cured, the pleading,
motion, or other paper shall be valid and relate back to the date it was originally served or filed. For
purposes of this section, the summons shall not be deemed an initial pleading.

For purposes of this section, "consumer debt" means an obligation or alleged obligation of an individual
to pay money that arises out of a transaction in which the money, property, insurance, or service that is the
subject of the transaction is primarily for a personal, family, or household purpose.

2. That the provisions of this act shall become effective on January 1, 2027.
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