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Bill Number: HB597 ER Patron: Simonds 
Bill Title: Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund established; voluntary contributions; report. 
 

Bill Summary:    Establishes the Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund to provide grants for projects that conserve or 

enhance wildlife corridors prioritized by the Wildlife Corridor Action Plan and associated wildlife crossing 

infrastructure projects. The Director of the Department of Wildlife Resources shall administer the Fund in 

collaboration with the Department of Conservation and Recreation, the Department of Forestry, and the 

Department of Transportation. The Director of the Department of Wildlife Resources shall submit a report to 

the General Assembly by November 1 of each odd-numbered year concerning the amount of public and 

private funding received by the Fund, the awarding of grants from the Fund, and the progress of funded 

projects, including data on the use of project infrastructure by wildlife. The bill also provides mechanisms for 

individuals to make voluntary contributions to the Fund through a Department of Motor Vehicles electronic 

transaction and an individual income tax return. 

Budget Amendment Necessary: No Items Impacted: None 
Explanation: The bill will result in a nongeneral fund expenditure impact to the Department of Motor 

Vehicles (DMV) and indeterminate nongeneral fund expenditure increase and an 
indeterminate nongeneral fund revenue increase for the Department of Wildlife Resources.  

 

Fiscal Summary: It is anticipated that this bill will result in an indeterminate nongeneral fund revenue increase 

and an indeterminate nongeneral fund expenditure increase for the Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR).  

The bill adds the Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund to the list of voluntary contributions of tax refunds. In order to 

expend moneys that may be deposited into the Fund, DWR will need a nongeneral fund appropriation. DMV 

anticipates an expenditure of $187,029 in FY 2026 to upgrade software systems, which can be absorbed within 

existing appropriation. 

 

Nongeneral Fund Expenditure Impact: 

Fund FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 

04540 $187,029 - - - - - 

       

TOTAL $187,029 - - - - - 

 
  

Fiscal Analysis: The bill establishes the Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund to provide grants for projects, as defined 

in the bill, that align with the Wildlife Corridor Action Plan developed pursuant to Chapters 323 and 672, 2020 

Acts of Assembly. The Fund would be administered by DWR, in consultation with DOF, VDOT, and DCR. DWR 

would be required to submit a report to the General Assembly by November 1 of each odd-numbered year 



Department of Planning and Budget 
2026 General Assembly Session 

State Fiscal Impact Statement 
 

   

 

detailing public and private funding and funded projects. Because the bill provides that grants from the Fund 

may be used for administration and personnel expenses related to the purposes of the Fund, it is anticipated 

that no additional resources will be needed for administration. 

The bill directs TAX to collect voluntary contributions of income tax refunds for the Fund. TAX anticipates that 

the appropriate forms and systems can be updated within existing resources. 

The bill directs the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to make customers aware of the Fund when 

conducting an electronic transaction and to provide a method for individuals to make a voluntary contribution 

to the Fund. According to the agency, one-time information technology costs are anticipated to update 

transaction software, with an estimated cost of $187,029. Because the changes need to be in place by July 1, 

2026, expenses will be incurred in FY 2026. DMV anticipates that these costs can be absorbed within existing 

resources. 

Other: The bill includes potentially contradictory language, both limiting money in the Fund to “providing 

grants for projects that conserve or enhance wildlife corridors prioritized by the Plan and associated wildlife 

crossing infrastructure projects,” (lines 30-31) and providing for “administration and personnel expenses 

related to the purposes of the Fund” (lines 47-48). It is assumed that a portion of the Fund may be used for 

administration of the Fund. If not, additional resources for DWR may be required. 


