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Bill Number: SB219H1 Patron: Jones, M.
Bill Title: Photo speed monitoring devices; civil penalties; summons; reports.

Bill Summary: Requires a second summons for a vehicle speed violation captured by a photo speed
monitoring device to be mailed if a summoned person fails to appear on the date of return set out in the first
summons mailed. If the summoned person fails to appear after the second summons, the bill requires the
court to notify the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles who shall refuse to issue or renew the
vehicle registration certificate or the license plate issued for such vehicle until the required civil penalties and
any administrative fees have been paid and any applicable reinstatement processes required by the
Department of Motor Vehicles have been completed. The bill also changes the date of certain reports made
by the state and local law-enforcement agencies that place and operate photo speed monitoring devices to
the Department of State Police and requires the Department of State Police to make such information publicly
available on its website. The bill directs civil penalties imposed as a result of photo speed monitoring devices
to be paid to the Department of State Police and deposited into a fund to support compensation and actual
program costs incurred by the Department in placing and operating such photo speed monitoring devices,
with any excess moneys in such fund paid to the Commonwealth Transportation Board to be used for the
Virginia Highway Safety Improvement Program; currently such civil penalties are paid into the Literary Fund.
Additionally, the bill creates a civil penalty for private vendors that fail to provide proof of calibration for
photo speed monitoring devices, with such proceeds paid to the Commonwealth Transportation Board to be
used for the Virginia Highway Safety Improvement Program. Certain provisions of the bill have a delayed
effective date.

Budget Amendment Necessary: No Items Impacted: N/A
Explanation: See below

Fiscal Summary: Any anticipated state costs associated with this legislation are expected to be absorbed
within existing resources or offset by the civil penalties deposited into the Department of State Police fund.

This legislation will reduce the revenue deposited to the Literary Fund in support of public education. That
impact is indeterminate at this time, but a reduction in Literary Fund revenue may require increased general
fund support under Direct Aid to Public Education. The revenue impact to the Virginia Highway Safety
Improvement Program is indeterminate.

Fiscal Analysis: The Department of Motor Vehicles anticipates some information system costs to implement
this bill, but those costs are expected to be absorbed in the normal course of business.
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This bill redirects revenues from certain civil penalties currently deposited to the Literary Fund instead to a
Department of State Police fund used solely to support compensation and actual program costs in placing and
operating photo speed monitoring devices, except that any excess moneys in such fund shall be paid to the
Commonwealth Transportation Board to be used for the Virginia Highway Safety Improvement Program. As a
result, this bill will decrease revenue to the Literary Fund, which is appropriated for public school purposes
under Direct Aid to Public Education. At this time, it is not possible to determine the decrease in Literary Fund
revenue that will result from this bill. HB/SB30 directs $635 million of projected Literary Fund revenue to
support teacher retirement in the 2026-2028 biennium, which saves a like amount of general fund. A
reduction in Literary Fund revenue may require increased general fund support for teacher retirement under
Direct Aid to Public Education.

The impact of this legislation on the Department of State Police program costs and any revenues from the
redirected civil penalties are indeterminate at this time; however, it’s anticipated that such revenues would
offset the Department’s costs.

In addition, the bill establishes a $1,000 civil penalty for any private vendor providing a photo speed
monitoring device that is also compensated for the calibration of such device that fails to provide timely proof
of calibration to be paid to the Commonwealth Transportation Board to be used for the Virginia Highway
Safety Improvement Program. The impact on Virginia Highway Safety Improvement Program revenues from
this penalty or any excess funds in the Department of State Police fund is indeterminate at this time.

This bill is likely to affect general district court clerks in localities that have adopted photo speed monitoring.
However, the increase in workload is expected to be reflected in future workload studies.



