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Bill Number: SB299H1 Patron: LeVere Bolling 
Bill Title: New College Institute; name; board of directors; membership and composition. 

 

 Bill Summary:  Changes the name of New College Institute to West Piedmont Higher Education Center (the 

Center). Makes several revisions to the membership requirements for the board of directors of the Center, 

including (i) increasing from 15 to 20 members the total membership of the board of directors; (ii) modifying 

the composition of the board of directors by adding as required members the Executive Director of the State 

Council of Higher Education for Virginia or his designee, the Chancellor of the Virginia Community College 

System or his designee, and the presidents of George Mason University, Longwood University, Radford 

University, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and Virginia State University or their designees; 

(iii) reducing from 10 to seven the total number of nonlegislative citizen members to be appointed by the 

Governor and requiring five of such nonlegislative citizen members to be representatives of West Piedmont 

public education and area business and industry, including one division superintendent, one public school 

teacher, and three business and industry leaders; and (iv) adding the president of Patrick & Henry Community 

College or his designee to serve as an ex officio nonvoting member. Lastly, the bill directs that once New 

College Institute is reconstituted as West Piedmont Higher Education Center, the board of directors, in 

collaboration with the listed entities, shall develop a sustainability plan, including a comprehensive strategic 

plan and customer recruitment and expansion strategy and shall report options to the Governor, the Chair of 

the Senate Committee on Finance and Appropriations, and the Chair of the House Committee on 

Appropriations no later than August 1, 2027.  

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes Items Impacted: Item 237, HB/SB30 
Explanation: New College Institute estimates the need for $89,000 general fund in FY27 to support the 
required renaming and rebranding. 

 

General Fund Expenditure Impact: 

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 

NCI  $89,000     

       

TOTAL  $89,000     

 

Fiscal Summary: This bill impacts the New College Institute (NCI), the Institute for Advanced Learning and 

Research, the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, the Virginia Community College System, George 

Mason University, Longwood University, Radford University, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 

Virginia State University, and local school boards.  
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NCI anticipates a fiscal impact of approximately $89,000 in one-time costs to execute the necessary renaming 

and rebranding throughout the institution including, but not limited to, exterior and interior signage, branding 

assets, digital assets, and other legal documentation. Based on HB/SB30 as introduced, NCI indicates that the 

agency cannot support this cost with existing resources and would require additional general fund 

appropriation in FY27.  

It is anticipated that the Institute for Advanced Learning and Research, the State Council of Higher Education 

for Virginia, the Virginia Community College System, George Mason University, Longwood University, Radford 

University, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and Virginia State University can support the 

requirements of this bill with existing resources. It is also anticipated that NCI can absorb the costs associated 

with the provisions of this bill requiring them to develop a sustainability plan in collaboration with the stated 

entities. Any impact to local school boards to collaborate on this plan is indeterminate.  

 

Other: This bill is a companion to HB430. 


