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Bill Number: SB141S1 Patron: Perry 
Bill Title: Elections; political campaign advertisements; synthetic media; penalty. 

 

 Bill Summary:  Prohibits electioneering communications containing synthetic media, as those terms are 

defined in the bill, from being published or broadcast without containing the following conspicuously 

displayed statement: "This message contains synthetic media that has been altered from its original source or 

artificially generated and may present conduct or speech that did not occur." The bill creates a civil penalty 

not to exceed $25,000 for a violation of such prohibition and a Class 1 misdemeanor for a willful violation. The 

bill permits any registered voter who receives an electioneering communication in violation of this 

requirement to institute an action for preventative relief to prohibit the publication or dissemination of such 

electioneering communication, including an application for a permanent or temporary injunction. 

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes Items Impacted: Item 77 
Explanation: See Below. 

 

Fiscal Summary:  There is an anticipated  state fiscal impact as a result of the provisions of this bill. The 

Department of Elections (ELECT) will need to hire a Hearing and Legal Service Officer to meet the provisions of 

this bill. The provisions of this bill are complex and exceed current staff capacity. 

 

General Fund Expenditure Impact: 

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 

The 
Department of 

Elections 
- $168,696 $168,696 $168,696 $168,696 $168,696 

       

TOTAL  $168,696 $168,696 $168,696 $168,696 $168,696 

 

Fiscal Analysis:  The provisions of this bill will create a fiscal impact to ELECT due to the complexity of the bill 

and current staffing levels. The bill prohibits electioneering communications containing synthetic media, as 

defined in the bill, from being published or broadcast. The bill creates a civil penalty not to exceed $25,000 for 

a violation of such prohibition and a Class 1 misdemeanor for a willful violation. The bill permits any registered 

voter who receives an electioneering communication in violation of this requirement to institute an action for 

preventative relief to prohibit the publication or dissemination of such electioneering communication. The 

Department of Elections (ELECT) considers implementation of this bill along with its complexities and other 

required enforcements actions to exceed current staff capacity. For the past four years ELECT has average 169 

“stand by your ad” complaints that require research and follow-up before presenting it to the state board. The 
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research required to decide ranges from a singular hour to 8 hours or more over several days. Due to the 

nature of the ads in question and how they’re created, it could be challenging and require access to 

technological resources currently inaccessible to ELECT. In addition to the limited technology, ELECT qualified 

personnel are limited with this type of media. For this bill ELECT request 1 FTE “Hearing and Legal Service 

Officer II” at a fully loaded cost of $168,696 annually.   

Other:   N/A 
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ACCOUNT CARDINAL DESCRIPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 TOTAL

5011230 Salaries, Classified 105,000$       105,000$       210,000$       

5011110 Employer Retire Contrb-Def Ben 0.1252 13,146 13,146 26,292

5011120 Salary Social Securty&Medicare 0.0765 8,033 8,033 16,065

5011140 Group Life Insurance 0.0118 1,239 1,239 2,478

5011150 Employer Health Ins Premium 26,148 26,148 52,296

5011160 Retiree Health Ins Cr Premium 0.0112 1,176 1,176 2,352

5011170 VSDB & Longterm Disability Ins 0.005 525 525 1,050

5011380 Deferred Comp Match Payments 0 480 480

5011660  

TOTAL PERSONAL SERVICE 155,267$       155,747$       311,013$       

5012140 Postal Services 0 0 0

5012160 Telecom Services (VITA) 1,878 1,878 3,756

5012210 Organization Memberships 0 0 0

5012240 Employee Trainng/Workshop/Conf 3,500 3,500 7,000

5012270 Employee Training Travel 0 0 0

5012590 Vehicle Repair & Maint Service 0 0 0

5012640 Food & Dietary Services 0 0 0

5012780 VITA It Infrastructure Srvc 2,947 2,947 2,947

5012420 Fiscal Services 0 0 0

TOTAL CONTRACTUAL SERVICE 8,325$            8,325$            13,703$          

5013110 Apparel Supplies 0 0 0

5013120 Office Supplies 500 500 1,000

5013230 Gasoline 0 0 0

5013430 Field Supplies 0 0 0

5013550 Vehicle Repair & Maint Materl 0 0 0

TOTAL SUPPLIES/MATERIAL 500$                500$                1,000$            

5014140 Unemployment Compensatn Awards 0 0 0

5015120 Automobile Liability Insurance 0 0 0

5015350 Building Rentals 3,425 3,425 6,850

5015510 General Liability Insurance 630 630 1,260

5015550 Workers' Compensation 70 70 140

TOTAL CONTINOUS CHARGE 4,125$            4,125$            8,250$            

TOTAL COST $168,217 $168,696 $333,966

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS

Hearing and Legal Service Officer II - SB161
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