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Bill Number: HB231(S1) Patron: Cohen 
Bill Title: Autism Advisory Council; name change; membership; staffing; powers and duties. 

 

 Bill Summary:    Establishes the Autism Advisory Board (the Board) as an advisory board in the executive 

branch of state government with the purpose of advising the Governor, cabinet members, and the General 

Assembly on strategies to promote coordination of services and resources among agencies involved in the 

delivery of services to Virginians with autism spectrum disorders and to increase public awareness of such 

services and resources. The bill describes the membership, powers, and duties of the Board. The bill also 

repeals the Autism Advisory Council, currently set to expire on July 1, 2027. 

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes Items Impacted: Item 1 
Explanation: The Virginia House of Delegates (House) and the Senate of Virginia (Senate) will require 

appropriation to pay for member compensation. 
 

 Fiscal Summary:  This bill provides for six legislative members and six nonlegislative citizen members along 

with staffing support for the Board. 

 

General Fund Expenditure Impact: 

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 

House of 
Delegates 

$0 $3,600 $3,600 $3,600 $0 $0 

Senate of 
Virginia 

$0 $3,600 $3,600 $3,600 $0 $0 

TOTAL $0 $7,200 $7,200 $7,200 $0 $0 

 

Fiscal Analysis:  This fiscal impact of this bill primarily involves the costs associated with meetings.  It is 

estimated member compensation will be approximately $3,600 for three members for the House of Delegates 

and $3,600 for three members of the Senate of Virginia to attend four meetings per year, the typical number 

of meetings associated with a board of this nature, and will be paid by the offices of the Clerk of the House of 

Delegates or Clerk of the Senate.  Nonlegislative citizen members will not receive compensation, but can 

receive reimbursement for expenses incurred in the performance of duties for the Board. 

The travel expenses are expected to be approximately $9,528 for the six legislative members attending four 

meetings per year, and $9,528 for six nonlegislative members attending four meetings per year, to be paid 

from appropriations to the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS).  DBHDS 

indicates that they can absorb travel expenses with existing appropriations. 
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Staffing is to be provided by DBHDS and is expected to be absorbed with current resources. 

 

Other:   Similar to SB280. 

 


