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Bill Number: SB608E Patron: Pillion
Bill Title: Peer recovery specialists; VDH & DOC to develop guidelines for hiring.

Bill Summary: As amended, directs the Virginia Department of Health and the Virginia Department of
Corrections to develop agency guidelines for hiring peer recovery specialists with previous criminal convictions
for compensated employment. Such guidelines shall include provisions clarifying the requirements for
employment in specific programs and positions operated by the Departments of Health and Corrections and
include, at a minimum, language providing for employment of such individuals that is no more restrictive than
the provisions of § 37.2-314 of the Code of Virginia granting exceptions to the list of barrier crimes for
individuals hired for compensated employment at an adult mental health or adult substance abuse treatment
program.

Budget Amendment Necessary: No Items Impacted: None

Fiscal Summary: Minimal fiscal impact.
Fiscal Analysis: Any increase in workload to develop guidelines can be handled within existing resources.

Other: This bill is similar to HB209H1.



