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Bill Title: Public high school students; opportunity to earn transferable meta-major associate degree

during high school to reduce college debt.

Bill Summary: Requires the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV), in cooperation with the
Virginia Community College System (VCCS) and each associate-degree-granting public institution of higher
education and each baccalaureate public institution of higher education, to establish a program by which
gualified high school students earn an associate degree in a meta-major through dual enroliment,
independent dual enrollment, as defined in the bill, or a combination thereof, that (i) is fully transferable to
any baccalaureate public institution of higher education that offers a program of study in such meta-major and
(ii) to the extent possible, and as determined by the applicable baccalaureate public institution of higher
education, satisfies discipline-specific degree requirements in the student's preferred program of study. The
provisions in the first enactment have a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027. Additionally, the second
enactment requires SCHEV, in consultation with VCCS and baccalaureate public institutions of higher
education, to develop and adopt a policy regarding how credit for prior learning will transfer and apply to
baccalaureate degrees. Finally, the third enactment requires VCCS, in consultation with the Department of
Education, to conduct an analysis to determine how dual enrollment students in each local school division can
have access to the courses that are required to complete meta-major associate degrees, to make
recommendations to comprehensive community colleges and local school divisions regarding such access by
December 1, 2026, and requires each comprehensive community college and local school division to
implement such recommendations by July 1, 2027.

Budget Amendment Necessary: No Items Impacted: None

Explanation: The Virginia Community College System (VCCS) would require additional general fund
support annually to provide the dual enrollment counselors in high schools that are required
by the bill; however, this provision is contingent upon funding.

There may be an indeterminate fiscal impact to public institutions of higher education
related to the additional provisions in the first enactment. It is assumed that institutions
would absorb these impacts.

Fiscal Summary: According to VCCS, since the bill does not require delivery of independent dual enrollment at
no cost to the student or school division outside of the confines of the completion pathway of the Uniform
Certificate of General Studies and Passport Programs by dual enrolled students in the high school pursuant to
the established Career College Ready Virginia (CCRV) program, there should be no additional fiscal impact
associated with meta-major dual enrollment instruction when dual enrollment is delivered at high schools by
credentialed high school teachers or online with college faculty. VCCS also indicates that there would be an
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indeterminate fiscal impact to the System for the funding-contingent dual enrollment counselor positions
required by the bill. VCCS would require additional staffing at each community college in order to provide the
required services to all public high schools in the Commonwealth. VCCS estimates that the cost for salary,
benefits, and non-personal services support could exceed $120,000 per position. Additional staff would be
required to provide coordination and supervision at each community college and the VCCS System Office. The
Department of Education reports 330 public high schools in the Commonwealth in the 2025-2026 school year.

Responding baccalaureate public institutions of higher education anticipate indeterminate fiscal impacts as a
result of this bill. Baccalaureate institutions indicate there may be revenue losses, as students earning fully
transferrable meta-major associates degrees would not be required to take lower-level courses. Additionally,
institutions anticipate potential costs related to a decreased reliance on adjunct faculty, alterations to current
coursework, updates to advising processes and degree audit systems, and difficulties integrating with unique
academic programs.

The State Council of Higher Education for Virginia does not anticipate a fiscal impact as a result of this bill.

The Department of Education does not anticipate a fiscal impact as a result of this bill.

Other: This fiscal impact statement is preliminary and based on feedback received from agencies as of the
date of publication.



