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Bill Number: SB796 Patron: Durant
Bill Title: Artificial Intelligence Companion Chatbots and Minors Act established; enforcement; civil

penalties; individual action.

Bill Summary: Creates the Artificial Intelligence Chatbots and Minors Act to (i) require that operators
complete reasonable age verification to confirm users are at least 18 years of age prior to allowing any user to
access a companion chatbot, defined the bill; (ii) ensure that an operator of a widely used chatbot, defined in
the bill, ensures the chatbot maintains a duty of loyalty to the user by implementing certain specified systems;
(iii) require that an operator of a widely used chatbot make reasonable efforts to notify appropriate
emergency services or law enforcement if such operator obtains actual knowledge that a user faces an
imminent risk of death or serious physical injury; and (iv) require that an operator of a widely used chatbot
submit a report to the Attorney General after obtaining actual knowledge of certain covered incidents, defined
in the bill, connected to one or more of its chatbots.

The bill authorizes the Attorney General to initiate an action to seek an injunction and civil penalties for
violations and also provides an individual civil action for any person harmed by a violation or the parent or
legal guardian of a minor harmed by a violation.

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes. Items Impacted: Item 54

Explanation: The Office of the Attorney General and Department of Law (OAG) may need to hire one
senior assistant attorney general to meet the additional enforcement and reporting
mechanisms as required in the proposed legislation.

Fiscal Summary: Preliminary - The proposed legislation is expected to have a fiscal impact for the OAG to hire
one senior assistant attorney general.

General Fund Expenditure Impact:

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031
S0 $135,766 $135,766 $135,766 $135,766 $135,766
TOTAL $0 $135,766 $135,766 $135,766 $135,766 $135,766

Position Impact:

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031
0.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

TOTAL 0.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
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Fiscal Analysis: The proposed legislation may require the OAG to hire one senior assistant attorney general at
an annual cost of $135,766. The annual fiscal impact includes the position’s salary and benefits.

Other: None.



