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2026 SESSION

HOUSE SUBSTITUTE

26107233D
HOUSE BILL NO. 200
AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
(Proposed by the House Committee on Transportation
on February 10, 2026)
(Patron Prior to Substitute—Del egate M cQuinn)

A BILL to amend and reenact 88 33.2-1526.3 and 33.2-3102 of the Code of Virginia and to amend and
reenact the second enactment of Chapter 806 of the Acts of Assembly of 2024, relating to certain transit
entities; funding and administration.

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 33.2-1526.3 and 33.2-3102 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 33.2-1526.3. Transit Ridership I ncentive Program.

A. The Board shall establish the Transit Ridership Incentive Program (the Program) to promote improved
transit service in urbanized areas of across the Commonwealth with a pepulation A exeess of 106,000 and to
reddee barriers to transit use for low-iheorme Hdividuals by encouraging the identification and establishment
of routes of regional significance; supporting the establishment of programs to reduce the impact of fares on
low-income individuals; encouraging innovative approaches to micromobility, paratransit, and other
specialized transportation; and supporting local, regional, and state entities in improving the accessibility
and safety of transit bus passenger facilities.

B. Fhe goal of the Program shall be to encodrage the identification and establishment of routes of regional
significanee; the development and Hmplementation of a regional subsidy allecation meodel; Hrplementation of
integrated fare collection; establishment of bus-enty lanes en reutes of regional significanee; and ether
actions and service determined by the Beard te improve transit service:

& The Board shall, in conjunction with the Transit Service Delivery Advisory Committee, establish
guidelines for the |mplementat|on of the Program and review such guidelines, at a minimum, every five three
years. %%m%%%%%%%ma%%m%meﬁ
funds awarded to eaeh urbanized area shal be equdl to a ratio of the pepulation within the Commenwedlth of
sueh urbanized area compared to the total poputation within the Commeonwealth of alt eligible urbanized
areas: Fhe Beard may threugh an affirmative veote of a majerity of the members vote to waive this
W@awmmmmwmmmm%sammmmm

B Netwithstanding the provisions of this section; the Board shall use an ameunt et to exceed 25 percent
qmmmmwmmqmmmm%q%mm
rdividuals; Hreluding reduced-fare programs and elimination of fares: Fhe restrictions A subsection A shalt
not apply to funds used pursuant to this subsection; ner shalt the funds used pursdant te this subseetion be
used to ealeulate the rolling average described A subsection &

E: Fhe Board shalt use at teast 25 pereent of the funds avaitable to suppert regional transit Hitiatives: Fhe
Board shall use is diseretion i dloeating the remaining funds avaHable as adtherized pursaant to this section
and based en the programs and Hitiatives subrmitted during the application proeess:

F Netwithstanding the provisions of this section; the Board shall use an armednt Ret to exceed 30 percent
of the funds avattable to sappert toedl; regional; and state entities in improving the aceessibitity of transit bus
passenger faeiities and improving erime prevention and public safety for transit passengers; eperators; and
empleyees: Fhe Board shaH develop guidetines for appheations; Hckuding relevant eriteria and any
reguirement for matehing funeds; Hetuding any private grants and denattons; for grants to any teedk regional
oF state publie entity that supperts a transit system: Fhe restrietions A sdbsection A shal reot apply te funds
mmmm%mmmmwmmmmm%mmm
roHing average described i subsection &

& C. The Board shall report annually by November 1 to the Governor and the General Assembly on the
projects and services funded by the Program. The report shall, at a minimum, include an analysis of the
performance of the funded projects, the performance of the identified routes of regional significance, transit
ridership, efforts funded pursuant to subseetion B the Program, and any other information the Board
determines to be appropriate.

§ 33.2-3102. Virginia-specific requirements.

A= Members of the Board of Directors of the Washington Metrorail Safety Commission for the
Commonwealth of Virginiashall be appointed by the Governor of Virginia and subject to confirmation by the
General Assembly.

B- Fhe Secretary of Franspertation; ih coerdination with the Nerthern Virgiria Transpertation
Coemmmission; shal enrgage his eodnterparts in Manyand and Washingten; B-C- and the apprepriate efficias
A the federal goverhment for the purpeose of revising the Washingten Metrepetitan Area Fransit Audthority
Cormpact of 1966 and Hnplementing other reforms neecessary to ensdre the Rear-term and teng-term viabHity
of the Whashingten Area Metropelitan Fransit Adtherity CAMATAY-: 1A deing so; the Secretary shall develop;
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propese; and seek agreerment on reforms related to the feltewing: () the tegal and erganizational strueture of
WIMATA: () the eompesition and gualifications of the WIMATA Board of Directors and the length of terms
of s members; (Hi) taber eosts and taber retations; (iv) measdres necessary to resohve WMATAS untunded
pensien Habitity and ether pestemployment benefits: {v) measures necessary to better ensure the safety of
mmmm@mmmmmqammmmmm%
area; and (v finaneial and operational Hprovements necessary to ensdre that WWMATA's perfermanee is at
feast as effietent as Hs closest eomparable transit systems 1A the United States: Fhe Seeretary shal repert to
and eonsdit guarterly beginring June 30, 20174 with the Chairmen ef the House and Senate Franspertation
Committees regarding activity taken i aceerdance with this sabsection:
2. That the second enactment of Chapter 806 of the Acts of Assembly of 2024 isamended and reenacted
asfollows:
2. That the provisions of thisact shall expireon July 1, 2027 2028.



