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Bill Number: SB510 Patron: VanValkenburg 
Bill Title: Virginia Clean Energy Research and Support Center; established.  

 

Bill Summary: Establishes the Virginia Clean Energy Research and Support Center (the Center) as an 

interdisciplinary study, research, and informational resource for individuals and businesses in the 

Commonwealth. The Center is governed by a board of directors that includes representatives from several 

colleges and universities in the Commonwealth, the Department of Energy, the Department of Environmental 

Quality, and the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation. The board is directed to establish an advisory 

council to provide expertise and guidance related to the functions and duties of the Center. Functions and 

duties of the Center include providing technical assistance in matters related to energy technologies, siting, 

permitting, project design, interconnection, electric infrastructure, electric utilities, ratepayer proceedings, 

and environmental impacts of energy projects. Under the bill, the Center shall conduct an annual evaluation 

and collaborate with state agencies and institutions of higher education to provide technical assistance, 

research, or support in matters related to siting and permitting, programs to improve electric grid reliability, 

energy programs established at a participating institution of higher education, and administration and 

implementation of the Virginia Energy Plan. The bill also requires the Center to submit an annual report to the 

Commission on Electric Utility Regulation summarizing its research activities and any funding received by the 

Center by November 1 of each year.   

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes to stand-up 
the Center. 

Items Impacted: 109 SB30 

Explanation: This bill involves the Department of Energy, the Department of Environmental Quality, and 
institutions of higher education; a budget amendment is required to support the Center. 

 

Fiscal Summary: A budget amendment is required to establish the Virginia Clean Energy Research and Support 

Center under the Department of Energy. 

Fiscal Analysis: This impact statement is preliminary. This bill creates the Virginia Clean Energy Research and 

Support Center (the Center) as an interdisciplinary study, research, and informational resource for individuals 

and businesses in the Commonwealth. The Center shall be governed by a board of directors composed of 

representatives from institutions of higher education, the Department of Energy, the Department of 

Environmental Quality, and the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation. The board shall appoint an 

executive director of the Center, who shall employ personnel and secure such office location and services as 

may be required to carry out the purposes of the Center. A funding source to support the Center has not been 

identified. A budget amendment to SB30, as Introduced, under the Department of Energy is required to 

implement the provisions of the bill. 
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The bill provides that the Center shall collaborate with the Department of Energy, the Department of 

Environmental Quality, the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation, and any other state agency or public 

institution of higher education. It is anticipated that any impact on these affected agencies can be absorbed.  

Other: None. 

 


