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Bill Number: HB355H1 Patron: Gardner 
Bill Title: Public school students in grades six through 12; annual mental health screening.  

 

 Bill Summary:   Requires the Department of Education, in consultation with the Department of Behavioral 

Health and Developmental Services and other stakeholders, to develop, post and distribute to school divisions 

guidance and best practices for annual student mental health screenings by January 1, 2027. Directs that the 

guidance shall (i) include (a) the option and a procedure for parents to opt their children out of such 

screenings, (b) training in the effective administration of screening tools, (c) linkage to resources after 

screenings, and (d) communication with families about the administration and results of such screenings and 

(ii) address (a) confidentiality and privacy considerations, (b) the sharing of data, (c) the storage of mental 

health screening results, (d) plans for follow-up, and (e) methods for ensuring that the screening process (1) 

accommodates bilingual students, students with developmental disabilities, students with intellectual 

disabilities, and students with low reading proficiency, (2) protects the privacy of the student and the 

confidentiality of the results, and (3) permits real-time evaluation of the screening results and same-day 

intervention by a licensed mental health professional as indicated by such screening. Directs the Department 

of Education to provide a status report on its progress no later than October 1, 2026. Finally, directs the School 

Health Services Committee to study best practices for the annual mental health screening of each student in 

grades six through 12 and include its findings in its annual report to the Governor and General Assembly.  

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes Items Impacted: 117 
Explanation: The Department of Education anticipates the need for additional one time support to 

develop the resources as required by the bill.  
 

Fiscal Summary:  The Department of Education estimates a one time cost of $20,000 general fund in FY27 to 

support the requirements of the bill.  

General Fund Expenditure Impact: 

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 

201 (DOE) $0 $20,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 

       

TOTAL $0 $20,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 

 

Fiscal Analysis:  This bill requires the Department of Education (DOE) to develop guidelines and best practices 

related to student mental health screenings. DOE anticipates the need to hire a contractor to help complete 

this work and would require an estimated $20,000 general fund one time in FY27 to support this work. The 

Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services can absorb any impact to work with DOE.  
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The provisions of this bill related to the School Health Services Committee are expected to be absorbed within 

current resources.  

 

Other:   None 

 


