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Bill Number: SB515 Patron: Deeds
Bill Title: Commission on Electric Utility Regulation; scope and name change.

Bill Summary: Renames the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation as the Energy Commission of Virginia
and amends the purpose of the Commission to monitoring the State Corporation Commission's regulation of
electric utilities and natural gas utilities and examining issues related to the production, transmission,
distribution, storage, and use of energy in the Commonwealth. The powers and duties are similarly amended
by adding the authority to (i) act in an advisory capacity to the General Assembly on energy-related matters,
(ii) consult with applicable state agencies on matters regarding energy efficiency and conservation, and (iii)
coordinate its efforts with other existing boards and authorities relating to energy research and development.
The bill also eliminates the Virginia Coal and Energy Commission. This bill is a recommendation of the
Commission on Electric Utility Regulation.

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes Items Impacted: Items 1and 23
Explanation: The Senate of Virginia (Senate) will require appropriation to pay for member compensation.
The Energy Commission will require appropriation to pay for legislative member travel.

Fiscal Summary: See Fiscal Analysis.

General Fund Expenditure Impact:

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031

Senate (Iltem 1)
— Energy $0 $2,400 $2,400 $2,400 $2,400 $2,400
Commission

Energy
Commission S0 $3,176 $3,176 $3,176 $3,176 $3,176
(Item 23)

House (Iltem 1)
—Coal and
Energy
Commission

$0 ($13,310) ($13,310) ($13,310) ($13,310) ($13,310)

Senate (Iltem 1)
—Coal and
Energy
Commission

S0 ($8,319) ($8,319) ($8,319) ($8,319) ($8,319)

TOTAL $0 ($16,503) ($16,503) ($16,503) ($16,503) ($16,503)
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Fiscal Analysis: The primary impact of this bill involves the cost associated with adding two members to the
Commission. It is estimated member compensation will be approximately $2,400 for two additional members
attending four meetings per year, the average number of meetings a commission of this nature usually
involves and will be paid by the office of the Clerk of the Senate. The travel expenses are expected to be
$3,176 for the two Senate members, and will be paid for by the Commission. Compensation and travel
reimbursement are subject to Joint Rules approval per § 30-202.

This bill also eliminates the Virginia Coal and Energy Commission. Currently, $21,629 is provided in Item 1 for
the Virginia Coal and Energy Commission.

Other: Similar to HB633.



