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2026 SESSION

SENATE SUBSTITUTE

26107367D
SENATE BILL NO. 620
AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
(Proposed by the Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services
on February 6, 2026)
(Patron Prior to Substitute—Senator Ebbin)

ABILL to amend and reenact 8§88 15.2-912.4, 18.2-246.8, 18.2-371.2, 18.2-371.2: 1, 18.2-391, 58.1-1021.04:1,
58.1-1021.07, 59.1-293.10, 59.1-293.11, 59.1-293.12, 59.1-293.18, and 59.1-293.20 of the Code of
Virginia and to amend the Code of Virginia by adding sections numbered 59.1-293.10: 1 through
59.1-293.10:10 and by adding in Chapter 23.2 of Title 59.1 an article numbered 2, consisting of sections
numbered 59.1-293.10:11 through 59.1-293.10:15, relating to permitting of retail tobacco product
retailers, purchase, possession, and sale of retail tobacco products; penalties.

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 15.2-912.4, 18.2-246.8, 18.2-371.2, 18.2-371.2:1, 18.2-391, 58.1-1021.04:1, 58.1-1021.07,

59.1-293.10, 59.1-293.11, 59.1-293.12, 59.1-293.18, and 59.1-293.20 of the Code of Virginia are amended

and reenacted and that the Code of Virginia is amended by adding sections numbered 59.1-293.10:1
through 59.1-293.10: 10 and by adding in Chapter 23.2 of Title 59.1 an article numbered 2, consisting of
sections number ed 59.1-293.10: 11 thr ough 59.1-293.10: 15, as follows:

§ 15.2-912.4. Regulation of retail tobacco, nicotine, and hemp product retail sale locations.

Any locality may, by ordinance, regulate the a retail sale loeations of retaH tobacco preduets
establishment, as such term is defined in § 38:2-3742 59.1-293.10, or retail sale location of hemp products
intended for smoklng assuch termisdefined in § 3.2-4112, #eranysaeh retat sale leeation and may prohibit
a retait sale such establishment or location on property within 1,000 linear feet of a child day center as
defined in § 22.1-289.02 or a public, private, or parochial school. An ordinance adopted pursuant to this
section shall not affect (i) alicensee holding avalid license under § 4.1-206.3 or (ii) any retail sale leeation of
retait tobacco preduets establishment or the retail sale location of hemp products intended for smoking
operating before July 1, 2024.

§ 18.2-246.8. Age verification requirements.

A. No person shall mail, ship, or otherwise deliver cigarettes in connection with a delivery sale unless
prior to the first delivery sale to a consumer such person:

1. Obtains from the prospective consumer a certification that includes (i) areliable confirmation that the
consumer is at least the legal minimum purchase age and (ii) a statement signed by the prospective consumer
in writing that certifies the prospective consumer's address and that the consumer is at least 21 years of age.
Such statement shall also confirm (a) that the prospective consumer understands that signing another person's
name to such certification isillegal, (b) that the sale of cigarettes to individuals under the legal minimum
purchase age is illegal, and (c) that the purchase of cigarettes by individuals under the legal minimum
purchase age isillegal under the laws of the Commonwealth;

2. Makes a good faith effort to verify the information contained in the certification provided by the
prospective consumer pursuant to subdivision 1 against a commercially available database of valid,
government-issued identification that contains the date of birth or age of the individual placing the order, or
obtains a photocopy or other image of the valid, government-issued identification stating the date of birth or
age of theindividual placing the order;

3. Provides to the prospective consumer, viaemail or other means, a notice that meets the requirements of
§18.2-246.9; and

4. Receives payment for the delivery sale from the prospective consumer by a credit or debit card that has
been issued in such consumer's name or by a check drawn on the consumer's account.

B. 1. Exeept as provided in 5-581-1621-06; # If a purchase order for aliquid nicotine or nicotine vapor
product, as defined in § 58.1-1021.01, is made via the Hrterret internet, no person shall make a delivery for

such order unless the delivery isto aretail dealer, asdefined in § 58.1-1021.01.

2. Persons accepting purchase orders made via the Haternet internet for delivery sales may request that
prospective consumers provide their email addresses.

§18.2-371.2. Prohibiting sale or distribution, etc. of hemp products intended for smoking by
personsunder 21 years of age; civil penalties.

A. As used in this section, "hemp product” and "hemp product intended for smoking" mean the same as
those termsare defined in § 3.2-4112.

B. No person shall sell to, distribute to, purchase for, or knowingly permit the purchase by any person
younger than 21 years of age, knowing or having reason to believe that such person is younger than 21 years
of age, any retat tobaeco proeduet of hemp product intended for smoking.

No person shall sell retail tebacee preducts e hemp products intended for smoking from a vending
machine.
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B- C. No person shall sell aretait tebaeee proddet oF hemp product intended for smoking to any individual
who does not demonstrate, by producing a driver's license or similar photo identification issued by a
government agency, that the individual is at least 21 years of age.

Before a retait dealer may sel retai tobaceo produets; other than eigar and pipe tobaceo produets as
defined i §-58:1-1021.01; to any eonsdrmer; the persen selting; offering for sale; giving; oF furnishing the
retait tebaeceo products shal verify that the eonsumer is of legal age by examining from any persen whe
appears to be under 30 years of age a gevernmentissued photographic tdentification that establishes that the
per%naﬁkgdage%##eqwedpu&aﬁ@wbdm@4beﬁ§%8+&@%@%wwbdm%2bﬁ
559129312, verifying the identification presented using identification frand detection seftware;
technology; oF a scanner that eenfirms the adthenticity of sueh identification:

This subsection shall not apply to mail order or Haternet internet sales, provided that the person offering
the retai tobaceo produet oF hemp product intended for smoking for sale through mail order or the Haterret
internet (i) prior to the sale of the retait tebaeeo produet o hemp product intended for smoking verifies that
the purchaser is at least 21 years of age through a commercially available database that is regularly used by
businesses or governmental entities for the purpose of age and identity verification and (ii) uses a method of
mailing, shipping, or delivery that requires the signature of a person at least 21 years of age before the retai
tebaeeo produdet of hemp product intended for smoking will be released to the purchaser.

G: D. A violation of subsection A B or B C by an individual or by a separate retail establishment is
punishable by a civil penalty in the amount of $500 for a first violation and a civil penalty in the amount of
$2,500 for a second or subsequent violation within a three-year period. H appticable; upen a seeend or
subsequent violatien within a three-year period; the Bepartment of Taxatien may suspend or revoke any
approved Heense; permit; oF registration issded pursdant to subsection © of §58:1-1021.04:1

For any violation of this section by an employee of aretail establishment, (i) such penalty shall be
assessed against the establishment and (ii) an additional penalty of $100 shall be assessed against the
employee.

Any attorney for the Commonwealth of the eeunty e ety locality in which an alleged violation occurred
may bring an action to recover the civil penalty, which shall be paid into the state treasury. Any
law-enforcement officer may issue a summons for aviolation of subsectionA B or B C.

B- E. 1. Gigarettes and hemp Hemp products intended for smoking shall be sold only in sealed packages
provided by the manufacturer, with the required health warning. The proprietor of every retail establishment
that offers for sale any retaH tobaecee preduet er hemp product intended for smoking shall post in a
conspicuous manner and place a sign or signs indicating that the sale of retaH tobaceo preduets eF hemp
products intended for smoking to any person under 21 years of age is prohibited by law. Any attorney for the
€eunty; eity; of town locality in which an alleged violation of this subsection occurred may enforce this
subsection by civil action to recover acivil penalty not to exceed $500. The civil penalty shall be paid into
the local treasury. No filing fee or other fee or cost shall be charged to the eedrty; ity or tewn locality
which instituted the action.

2. For the purpose of compliance with regulations of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration published at 61 Federal Register 1492, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
may promulgate regulations which allow the Department to undertake the activities necessary to comply with
such regulations.

3. Any attorney for the eednty; etys oF tewn locality in which an alleged violation of this subsection
occurred may enforce this subsection by civil action to recover a civil penalty not to exceed $500. The civil
penalty shall be paid into the local treasury. No filing fee or other fee or cost shall be charged to the esurty;
€ty o town locality which instituted the action.

E: F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to create a private cause of action.

F G. Agents of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority designated pursuant to § 4.1-105 may
issue a summons for any violation of this section. Additieratly; any retaHer seHing reta tobaeco products
mm%mmmmmmqmqu%qm
59+

G- As used i this sectien:

“Electronie smoking device means any device that may be used to deliver any aecresolized or vaperized
substanee to the person inhaling from the deviee; Haeluding an e-cigarette; e-cigar; e-pipe; vape pen; er e-
hookah: “Electronie smeking deviee” includes any compenent; part; er aceessory of the deviee; whether of
rot sold separately; and alse Heludes any sabstanee Htended to be aeresolized or vaperized during the use of
the deviee; whether or net the substanee eontains Ricotine: “Electronie smeking deviee” does ret Hekude any
{5 battery or battery charger when sold separately oF (i) device used for heated tebaceo produets: “Electronie
smeking deviee” does net hekude drugs oF deviees; as sueh terms are defined A 21 U-SC: § 32%; o
combination preduets; as sueh term is used H 21 U-S:C: § 353; H# sdeh drugs; deviees; or combination
pmduetsa#eau%hen%edie#%lebythe%%edand%g%ma%e&

preduekmd—hemppmdaamtended#emmdemg—meanmeameasme%ﬁmsweddmedm
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—Remmb%%pmdaepmeans@}anypmdaaeemaﬂﬂgmadee#eﬁd&wed#emwbaeeewm
contains Aieotine that is Htended for human consumption or is Hkely to be eonsurmed; whether smoeked;
heated; chewed; dissolved; inhaled; abserbed; or trgested by other means; ireluding a etgarette; a heated
tebaeeo product; a eigar; pipe tobaceo; chewing tobaceo; shuff; er saus; (i any electronic smoking deviee
and any sdubstanees that may be aerosolized er vaperized by sdueh deviee; whether or net the substanee
contains Ricetine; and {HH any compenent; part; oF accessory ef a product deseribed in eladse (B oF ()
whether oF rot such component; part; o aceessory contaths tobaeceo oF niceting Hetuding fHters; roltng
papers; blant or hemp wraps; and pipes: “Retail tobaeco produet™ Heludes any ricetine vaper product as that
term is defined in 5581102101 “Retail tobaceo proddet- dees net nctude drugs or deviees; as sueh terms
are defined i 21 U-S.C: § 32%; or combination produets; as such term is used 1 21 U-S.C: § 353; if such
drugs; devices; or combination products are adtherized for sale by the U-S: Food and Drug Administration:

“Wrappings- thetbdes materials made or sold for eovering or rolting tebaceo or other materials for

A & manner sinHar to a clgarette or cigar

§ 18.2-371.2:1. Prohibiting possession of hemp products intended for smoking by a person younger
than 21 years of age; seizure.

A. No person younger than 21 years of age shall possess any retaH tebaceo produet eF hemp product
intended for smoking, as these terms are that termis defined in § 48:2-37+2 3.2-4112. The provisions of this
section shall not be applicable to the possession of retai tobacee produets oF hemp products intended for
smoking by a person younger than 21 years of age § making a delivery of retai tebaeeo produets eF hemp
products intended for smoking in pursuance of his employment ex {H} as part of a scientific study being
cohdueted by an erganization for the purpeose of medical researeh to further efforts in eigarette and tobaceo
use prevention and eessation and tobaceo produet regulation; provided that saeh medieal researeh has been
approved by an Hstitutional review beard pursduant to apphicable federal regulations or by a researeh review
eommittee pursdant to Chapter 5:1 (532116216 et seep) of Fitle 32:1. This subsection shall not apply to the
possession of any retait tobaces proedet e hemp product intended for smoking by alaw-enforcement officer
or his agent when the same is necessary in the performance of his duties.

B. Any retai tebaeeo produet of hemp product intended for smoking, as these terms are that termis
defined in 8 48:2-374-2 3.2-4112, possessed in violation of this section shall be deemed contraband and may
be seized by alaw-enforcement officer. Any such product, the lawful possession of which is not established,
seized by such officer shall be forfeited and disposed of according to the process described in subdivision A 2
of §19.2-386.23.

C. The seizure of contraband pursuant to subsection B shall be the sole penalty for a violation of this
section.

D. The provisions of this section shall not preclude prosecution under any other statute.

§18.2-391. Unlawful acts; penalties.

A. It shal be is unlawful for any person to sell, rent, or loan to a juvenile, knowing or having reason to
know that such person is ajuvenile, or to knowingly display for commercia purpose in a manner whereby
juveniles may examine and peruse:

1. Any picture, photography, drawing, sculpture, motion picture in any format or medium, video or
computer game, electronic file or message containing an image, or similar visual representation or image of a
person or portion of the human body whieh that depicts sexually explicit nudity, sexual conduct, or
sadomasochistic abuse and whieh that is harmful to juveniles, or

2. Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however reproduced, electronic file or message
containing words, or sound recording whieh that contains any matter enumerated in subdivision 1 ef this
subseetion, or explicit and detailed verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sexual
conduct, or sadomasochistic abuse and whieh that, taken as awhole, is harmful to juveniles.

However, if a person uses services of an Haterret internet service provider or an electronic mail service
provider in committing acts prohibited under this subsection, such Haterret internet service provider or
electronic mail service provider shall not be held responsible for violating this subsection.

B. It shal be is unlawful for any person knowingly to sell to ajuvenile an admission ticket or pass, or
knowingly to admit a juvenile to premises whereon there is exhibited a motion picture, show, or other
presentation whieh that, in whole or in part, depicts sexually explicit nudity, sexual conduct, or
sadomasochistic abuse and whi€h that is harmful to juveniles or to exhibit any such motion picture at any
such premises whieh that are not designed to prevent viewing from any public way of such motion picture by
juveniles not admitted to any such premises.

C. It shalt beis unlawful for any juvenile falsely to represent to any person mentioned in subsection A or
subsection B hereef, or to his agent, that such juvenile is 18 years of age or older, with the intent to procure
any material set forth in subsection A, or with the intent to procure such juvenile's admission to any motion
picture, show, or other presentation, as set forth in subsection B.

D. It shaH be is unlawful for any person knowingly to make a false representation to any person
mentioned in subsection A or sdbseetion B hereef or to his agent, that he is the parent or guardian of any
juvenile, or that any juvenileis 18 years of age, with the intent to procure any material set forth in subsection
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A, or with the intent to procure such juvenile's admission to any motion picture, show, or other presentation,
as set forth in subsection B.

E. No person shall sell, rent, or loan any item described in subdivision A 1 or A 2 to any individual who
does not demonstrate his age in accordance with the provisions of subsection B C of § 18.2-371.2.

F. A violation of subsection A, B, C, or D is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A person or separate retail
establishment who violates subsection E shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed $100 for a first
violation, a civil penalty not to exceed $200 for a second violation, and a civil penalty not to exceed $500 for
athird or subsequent violation.

§58.1-1021.04: 1. Distributor's or remote retail seller'slicense; penalties.

A. 1. No person shall engage in the business of selling or dealing in tobacco products as a distributor in
the Commonwealth without first having received a separate license from the Department for each location or
place of business. Each application for a distributor's license shall be accompanied by a fee to be prescribed
by the Department. Every application for such license shall be made on a form prescribed by the Department
and the following information shall be provided on the application:

a. The name and address of the applicant. If the applicant is a firm, partnership, or association, the name
and address of each of its members shall be provided. If the applicant is a corporation, the name and address
of each of its principal officers shall be provided;

b. The address of the applicant's principal place of business;

c. The place or places where the business to be licensed isto be conducted; and

d. Such other information as the Department may require for the purpose of the administration of this
article.

2. A person outside the Commonwealth who ships or transports tobacco products to retailers in the
Commonwealth, to be sold by those retailers, may make application for license as a distributor, be granted
such alicense by the Department, and thereafter be subject to all the provisions of this article. Once alicense
is granted pursuant to this section, such person shall be entitled to act as a licensed distributor and, unless
such person maintains a registered agent pursuant to Chapter 9 (8 13.1-601 et seq.), 10 (8§ 13.1-801 et seq.),
12 (8 13.1-1000 et seq.), or 14 (8§ 13.1-1200 et seq.) of Title 13.1 or Chapter 2.1 (§ 50-73.1 et seq.) or 2.2
(8 50-73.79 et seq.) of Title 50, shall be deemed to have appointed the Clerk of the State Corporation
Commission as the person's agent for the purpose of service of process relating to any matter or issue
involving the person and arising under the provisions of thisarticle.

The Department shall conduct a background investigation, to include a Virginia criminal history records
search, and fingerprints of the applicant, or the responsible principals, managers, and other persons engaged
in handling tobacco products at the licensable locations, that shall be submitted to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation if the Department deems a national criminal records search necessary, on applicants for
licensure as tobacco products distributors. The Department may refuse to issue a distributor's license or may
suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a distributor's license issued to any person, partnership, corporation,
limited liability company, or business trust if it determines that the principals, managers, and other persons
engaged in handling tobacco products at the licensable location of the applicant have been (i) found guilty of
any fraud or misrepresentation in any connection; (ii) convicted of robbery, extortion, burglary, larceny,
embezzlement, fraudulent conversion, gambling, perjury, bribery, treason, or racketeering; or (iii) convicted
of afelony. Anyone who knowingly and willfully falsifies, conceals, or misrepresents a material fact or
knowingly and willfully makes afalse, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in any application
for a distributor's license to the Department, is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The Department may
establish an application or renewal fee not to exceed $750 to be retained by the Department to be applied to
the administrative and other costs of processing distributor's license applications, conducting background
investigations, and issuing distributor's licenses. Any amount collected pursuant to this section in excess of
such costs as of June 30 in even-numbered years shall be reported to the State Treasurer and deposited into
the state treasury.

3. No person inside or outside the Commonwealth shall make a remote retail sale of cigars or pipe tobacco
to consumers in the Commonwealth without (i) completing an application for and being granted alicense as a
remote retail seller; (ii) determining whether economic nexus activity threshol ds have been met to register for
adealer's certificate under § 58.1-613; (iii) if economic nexus thresholds are met, collecting and remitting the
excise tax pursuant to subsection A of §58.1-1021.02; (iv) providing for age verification through an
independent, third-party age verification service that compares information available from a commercially
available database, or aggregate of databases, that is regularly used by government agencies and businesses
for the purpose of age and identity verification to the personal information entered by the individual during
the ordering process that establishes that the individual is of age; and (v) if economic nexus thresholds are
met and excise tax is being remitted using the actual cost list method to cal culate the excise tax, providing the
remote retail seller's certified actual cost list to the Department for each SKU to be offered for remote retail
sale in the subsequent calendar year. The actual cost list shall be updated quarterly as new SKUs are added to
aremote retail seller'sinventory. New SKUs will be added using the actual cost first paid for the SKU.

B. Upon receipt of an application in proper form and payment of the required license feg, the Department
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shall, unless otherwise provided by this article, issue to the applicant a license, which shall permit the
licensee to engage in business as a distributor at the place of business shown on the license. Each license, or a
copy thereof, shall be prominently displayed on the premises covered by the license. No license shall be
transferable to any other person. Distributor's licenses issued pursuant to this section shall be valid for a
period of three years from the date of issue unless revoked by the Department in the manner provided herein.
The Department may at any time revoke the license issued to any distributor who is found guilty of violating
or noncompliance with any of the provisions of this chapter or any of the rules of the Department adopted and
promulgated under authority of this chapter. The Department shall suspend or revoke the license issued to
any distributor who is found guilty of a second or subsequent violation of subsection A er B or C of
§18.2-371.2.

C: 1. No person shall engage in the business of selting or dealing Heauid nicotine or nicotine vapor
products of shipping orF transperting Hauid ricotine oF nicetine vapor produets to retaters in the
Commenwealth; to be sold by these retailers; as a manutacturer; distributer; oF retal dealer i the
Commenwealth witheut first having received a separate Heense from the Department for each loeation of
place of business; and any person who violates such prohibition shal be subject to a penalty of $400 in
additien te any other applicable taxes or fees: Each application for a manufactdrer's; distributer's; of retaH
mmmmwﬂewmmmmmwammmmw
the Bepartment: Any retall dealer whe helds an appreved Retalt Sales and YUse Fax Exemption Certificate
W%MWW&%%M%W%%%
by the Department shall net be required to obtain a Heense under this subseetion: Every apphication for sueh
Wmmmwmmmmwmwammwm%mm
the feltewing irfermation shalt be provided on the

&%m%%é%wﬂ%#%wﬂ%%a%pﬁ%aa&s@mmm
and address of eaeh of Hs members shall be provided: H the applicant s a eerporation; the name and address
of eaeh of its prineipal officers shalt be previded:

b: Fhe address of the apphicant's prineipal plaee of busihess;

€ Fhe plaee or places where the busiiess to be Heensed s to be eondueted; and

d: Such other information as the Department may require for the purpose of the administration of this
artiele:

2 Fhe Department shall eonduct a background Havestigation; to irckude a Virginia erbmingl histery
records seareh of the applicant; or the respensible prineipals and managers of Hauid ricetine and nicotine
vaper produets at the Heensable loeations that shall be submitted to the Federal Buread ef Havestigation H the
Department deems a national eriminal records seareh neecessary; on appheants for Heensure as a Heuid
nicotine and Aicotine vaper proddets mandfacturer; distributor; or retaHer; as appHeable: The Bepartment may
refuse to issue a Heense er may suspend; reveoke; or refuse to renew a Heense issued to any persen;
parthership; corperation; Hmited Habiity company; or busthess trust H H determines that the prinetpals and
managers at the Heensable lecation of the apphieant have been () found guthty of any fraud eF
misrepresentation H any connection: (i) convicted of rebbery; extortion; burghary,; tarceny; embezzlement;
frapdulent eonversion; gambling; periury; bribery; treason; tax evasion; or racketeering; oF (H) convieted ef a
felony within the tast five years: ARyene whe knewinghy and wilifuly falsifies; conceals; or misrepresents a
waterial faet of knoewinghy and witfaHy makes a false; fietitious; o fraddulent staterment oF representation i
any appHeation for a Heense to the Department is gutty of a Class 1 misdemeaner Fhe Bepartment may
establish an apphication er renrewal fee to be retained by the Bepartment to be applied to the agdministrative
and ether ecosts of proecessing Heense apphications; eonducting background Hvestigations; and issdiig
Heenses: Any armmeunt coHected pursuant to this seetion iR exeess of sueh eosts as of June 30 A even-
Aurmbered years shal be reperted to the State Freasurer and deposited ito the state treasury-

3: Upen receipt of an apphication i proper form and payment of the reguired Heense fee; the Bepartment
shall; urless etherwise provided by this article; issde to the apphicant a Hauid Ricetine and Ricotine vapor
preduets Heense; which shall permit the Heensee to engage H busiiess as a mandfactdrer; distributer; oF retat
dealer at the plaee of business shewn en the Heense: Eaeh Heense, oF a eopy thereof; shall be preminenthy
disptayed en the premises covered by the Heense: No Heense shalt be transterable to any ether person;

- corperation; Hmited Habiity company; oF business trust: hewever; the Department may grant a
Wmmwmm%mmmmwmmm%
dealer Heensed pursuant to this section whie such apphicant's application for Heensdre is pending: Licenses;
other than temperary Heenses; issued pursuant to this seetion shalt be valid for two years from the date of
ssde untess reveked by the Bepartment in the manner provided i this section: Fhe Department may at any
thme suspend er reveke the approved Heense; permit; or registration issued i aecordance with this subsection
to any person who is found guity of violating or noncompliance with any of the provisions of this chapter or
any ef the rules of the Department adopted and promulgated under adthority ef this ehapter Ay persen
adtheorized to sell Hatid ricotine or nicetine vaper products pursdant to this sabsection shalk; as a eondition of
renewing er extending an appreved Heense; permit; or registration; be reguired to submit to the Department
an acedrate record of any taxes patd en Hauid piestine pursuant to 8581102102
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4. Ne person shall make a sale of Hquid ricotine or Ricotine vaper proddets () to any persen whe has ret
attathed the legal age for purchasing Heuid nicotine or Ricotine vaper proddets and {H) witheut a valid Heuid
Ricetine and ricotine vaper produets Heense issued pursuant to this subsection: ARy persen whe is feund
guitty of vielating or Rercomphance with this subdivision shall be subjeet to the following penalties:

& For the first violation in a 36-menth period; a penalty of no tess than $1,000;

b- For a second violation in a 36-menth period; a penalty of no less than $5,000 and a 30-day sdspension
of the Higuid ricetine and ricotine vaper produets Heense: H the persen is feund te be i vielatien of eladse ()
of this subdivisien 4; sueh persen shall be required to verify that any consumer who appears to be under 20
years of age is of legal age by verifying sueh eonsamers gevernment-issded photegraphie identification usihg
fraud detection software; technology; oF a scanner that eenfirms the adthenticity of sueh identification; and

€ For a third violation in a 36-menth period; a penalty of no tess than $10,000; revoceation of the Hquid
ricetine and ricotine vaper products Hieense; and HekgibHity to pessess a liquid ricotine and nicotine vaper
produets Heense for a peried of three years from the date of the mest recent violation:

5: Ne person inside or eutside the Cemmenwealth shall make a retait sale of Heuid ricotine and Ricetine
wvaper produets witheut verifying that the eonsumer is of legal age by examining from any persen whe
appears to be under 30 years of age a gevernment-issued photographic identification that establishes that the
person is of legal age or providing for age verification through an Hrdependent age verification serviee that

m#eﬁm&lenwa%e#emaeemm&eﬂwmmd&abﬁemaggmg&eefd&abmm&5
megmmw%mmmmwaagemmmmmmm
persondl irfermation entered by the individual during the erdering proecess that establishes that the irdividual
isef age:

6: For any transaction between a distributer and a retail dealer invelving Hadid Ricotine oF nicetine vaper
produets; beth the distributor and the retalt dealer shall maintain and retain records of any Aveiee er sales
reeetpt Hivehved that shall thckude Hemized Hsts of the types of produets taekuded +h sueh transaction; the tax
due en each product pursuant to subsection B of §58:1-1021.02. and the total ameunt of taxes paid: Sueh
reeords shal be preduced and provided to the Department as necessary for additing; eemphance; and
enfereerment pUrpeses:

B- C. The Department shall compile and maintain a current list of licensed distributors and remote retail
sellers of tobaceo produets and of manutacturers; distributers; and retal dedlers of Hguid nieotine and
ricetine vaper produets. The list shall be updated on a monthly basis and published on the Department's
website, available to any interested party.

§58.1-1021.07. Retail sales of liquid nicotine and nicotine vapor products; identification and use by
minors.

Before a retail dealer may sell liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor products to any consumer, the person
selling, offering for sale, giving, or furnishing the liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor product shall verify that
the consumer is of legal age by:

1. For any retail sale by aretail dealer, examining from any person who appears to be under 30 years of
age a government-issued photographic identification that establishes the person is of legal age or, if required
pursuant to subdivisien € 4 b of §58:1-1021-04:2 er subdivision B 2 b of § 59.1-293.12, verifying the
identification presented using identification fraud detection software, technology, or scanner that confirms the
authenticity of such identification; or

2. For any delivery sale by a retail dealer to a consumer in the Commonwealth, performing an age
verification through an independent, age verification software, service, or technology that compares
information available from public records to the personal information entered by the purchaser during the
ordering process that establishes that the purchaser is of legal age or older.

Article 1.
Permitting and Restrictions for Tobacco Retailers.

§59.1-293.10. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires another meaning:

"Child-resistant packaging" means packaging that is designed or constructed to meet the child-resistant
effectiveness standards set forth in 16 C.F.R. § 1700.15(b)(1) when tested in accordance with the protocols
described in 16 C.F.R. § 1700.20 asin effect on July 1, 2015.

"Department" means the Department of Taxation.

"Electronic smoking device" means any device that may be used to deliver any aerosolized or vaporized
substance to the person inhaling from the device, including an e-cigarette, e-cigar, e-pipe, vape pen, or e-
hookah. "Electronic smoking device" includes any component, part, or accessory of the device, whether or
not sold separately, and also includes any substance intended to be aerosolized or vaporized during the use
of the device, whether or not the substance contains nicotine. "Electronic smoking device" does not include
any (i) battery or battery charger when sold separately or (ii) device used for heated tobacco products.
"Electronic smoking device" does not include drugs or devices, as such terms are defined in 21 U.S.C. § 321,
or combination products, as such termis used in 21 U.S.C. 8§ 353, if such drugs, devices, or combination
products are authorized for sale by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.02/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.07/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.04:1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.12/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10/
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"Liquid nicotine" means the same as that term is defined in § 58.1-1021.01.

"Liquid nicotine container" means a bottle or other container holding liquid nicotine in any concentration
but does not include a cartridge containing liquid nicotine if such cartridge is prefilled and sealed by the
manufacturer of such cartridge and is not intended to be opened by the consumer.

"Nicotine vapor product” means the same as that term is defined in § 58.1-1021.01 and includes liquid
nicotine containers.

"Permittee” means any tobacco retailer to whom a retail tobacco permit has been issued by the
Department.

"Place or premises’ means the real estate, together with any buildings or other improvement thereon,
designated in the application for a retail tobacco permit as the place at which the sale of retail tobacco
products is performed, except that portion of any such building or other improvement actually and
exclusively used as a private residence.

"Retail dealer" means the same as that term is defined in § 58.1-1021.01.

"Retail tobacco establishment" means any place of business owned by a permittee or tobacco retailer
where retail tobacco products are available for sale to the general public, including any grocery store, retail
tobacco product shop, kiosk, convenience store, gasoline service station, bar, or restaurant where retail
tobacco products are available for sale to the general public. "Retail tobacco establishment” includes any
facility from which cigarette delivery sales, as that termis defined in § 18.2-246.6, are made. "Retail tobacco
establishment” does not include an establishment that does not sell retail tobacco products other than cigars
and pipe tobacco as those terms are defined in § 58.1-1021.01.

"Retail tobacco permit" means a permit issued by the Department to a tobacco retailer that authorizes
such retailer to sell retail tobacco products at a retail tobacco establishment owned by such retailer or
permittee.

"Retail tobacco product” means (i) any product containing, made of, or derived from tobacco or that
contains nicotine that is intended for human consumption or is likely to be consumed, whether smoked,
heated, chewed, dissolved, inhaled, absorbed, or ingested by other means, including a cigarette, a heated
tobacco product, chewing tobacco, snuff, or snus; (ii) any electronic smoking device and any substances that
may be aerosolized or vaporized by such device, whether or not the substance contains nicotine; and (iii) any
component, part, or accessory of a product described in clause (i) or (ii), whether or not such component,
part, or accessory contains tobacco or nicotine, including filters, rolling papers, blunt or hemp wraps, and
glass pipes. "Retail tobacco product” includes any nicotine vapor product. "Retail tobacco product” does not
include drugs or devices, as such terms are defined in 21 U.S.C. 8§ 321, or combination products, as such term
isusedin 21 U.S.C. 8 353, if such drugs, devices, or combination products are authorized for sale by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration. "Retail tobacco product" does not include any cigar or pipe tobacco as
defined in § 58.1-1021.01.

"Tobacco retailer" means any person, partnership, joint venture, society, club, trustee, trust, association,
organization, or corporation that owns, operates, or manages any tobacco retail establishment. "Tobacco
retailer" does not include nonmanagement employees of atobacco retail establishment.

“Tebaceo retaH establishment™ means any phaece of business where retaH tobaeeo products are avaHable

for sale to the general publie; Hetuding any grocery store; retaH tobaceo produet shep; kiesk; eonvenience
store; gasehne service statton; bar; oF restadrant where retal tobaceo produets are avaitable for sale to the

8§ 59.1-293.10: 1. Retail tobacco permits; privileges; liabilities.

The Department may grant a retail tobacco permit to a tobacco retailer that shall authorize the permittee
to sell retail tobacco productsin a retail tobacco establishment. The privilege of any permittee to sell retail
tobacco products shall extend to such permittee and to all agents or employees of such permittee for the
purpose of selling retail tobacco products under such permit. Such permittee may be held liable for any
violation of this article or any Department regulation committed by his agents or employees in connection
with their employment. For purposes of this article, "retail tobacco product” includes any liquid nicotine or
nicotine vapor product as those terms are defined in § 58.1-1021.01.

§59.1-293.10: 2. Separate retail tobacco permit for each place of business; transfer or amendment;
posting; expiration; carriers.

A. Each retail tobacco permit issued pursuant to § 59.1-293.10: 1 shall designate the place where such
retail sales will be located. A separate retail tobacco permit shall be required for each separate place of
business. Each retail tobacco permit shall be posted in a location conspicuous to the public at the place
where such retail saleswill be located.

B. No retail tobacco permit shall be transferable from one tobacco retailer to another, or from one place
to another.

C. The privileges conferred by any retail tobacco permit issued pursuant to § 59.1-293.10:1 shall
continue until the last day of the twelfth month next ensuing, except the retail tobacco permit may be sooner
terminated for any cause for which the Department would be entitled to refuse to grant a retail tobacco
permit, by operation of law, voluntary surrender, or order of the Department.

41N1 11S9dNS J1VNIS

1S0294aS


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-246.6/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:2/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:1/

SB620S1 8of 16

432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493

§50.1-293.10: 3. Applicationsfor retail tobacco permits; fees.

A. Every person intending to apply for a retail tobacco permit issued pursuant to 8§ 59.1-293.10:1 shall
file with the Department an application to sell retail tobacco products on a form prescribed by the
Department and a statement in writing by the applicant swearing and affirming that all of the information
contained thereinistrue.

B. The provisions of subsection A shall not apply to the continuance of retail tobacco permits granted
under this article; however, such permittees shall file and maintain with the Department a current, accurate
record of the information required by the Department pursuant to subsection A and notify the Department of
any changes to such information in accordance with Department regulations.

C. Nothing in this article shall exempt any permittee from any other tax or fee imposed by this article,
state merchants' license, state restaurant license, or any other state tax. Every permittee, in addition to the
taxes imposed by this article, shall be liable to state merchants' license taxation, state restaurant license
taxation, and other state or local taxation applicable to retail tobacco products.

§50.1-293.10:4. Conditions under which Department may refuse to grant retail tobacco permits.

The Department may refuse to grant any retail tobacco permit if it has reasonable cause to believe that:

1. The applicant, or if the applicant is a partnership, any general partner thereof, or if the applicant is an
association, any member thereof, or any limited partner of 10 percent or more with voting rights, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officer, director, or shareholder owning 10 percent or more of its capital
stock, or if the applicant is a limited liability company, any member-manager or any member owning 10
percent or more of the membership interest of the limited liability company:

a. Isnot 21 years of age or older;

b. Has been convicted in any court of a felony or any crime or offense involving moral turpitude under the
laws of the Commonwealth;

c. Has been convicted, within the five years immediately preceding the date of the application for such
retail tobacco permit, of a violation of any law of the Commonwealth applicable to the manufacture,
transportation, possession, use, or sale of retail tobacco products,

d. Isnot a person of good moral character and repute;

e. Is not the legitimate owner of the business proposed to be licensed, or other persons have ownership
interests in the business that have not been disclosed;

f. Has not demonstrated financial responsibility sufficient to meet the requirements of the business
proposed to be permitted;

g. Has demonstrated, either by his police record or by hisrecord as a former licensee or permittee of the
Department, a lack of respect for law and order;

h. Has misrepresented a material fact in applying to the Department for a retail tobacco permit;

i. Has defrauded or attempted to defraud the Department or any federal, state, or local government or
governmental agency or authority by making or filing any report, document, or tax return required by statute
or regulation that is fraudulent or contains a false representation of a material fact, or has willfully deceived
or attempted to deceive the Department or any federal, state, or local government or governmental agency or
authority by making or maintaining business records required by statute or regulation that are false and
fraudulent;

j. Has violated or allowed the violation of any provision of this article or Article 2 (8 59.1-293.10:11 et
seg.) in his establishment in the one year prior to application for a retail tobacco permit or while his
application for a retail tobacco permit is pending;

k. Is a police officer with police authority in the political subdivision within which the establishment
designated in the application is located;

|. Is physically unable to carry on the business for which the application for a retail tobacco permit is
filed or has been adjudicated incapacitated; or

m. Is a member, agent, or employee of the Department.

2. The place to be occupied by the applicant does not conform to the requirements of the governing body
of the locality in which such place is located with respect to sanitation, health, construction, or equipment, or
to any similar requirements established by the laws of the Commonwealth or by Department regulation.

3. There exists any law, ordinance, or regulation of the United States, the Commonwealth, or any political
subdivision thereof that warrants refusal by the Department to grant a retail tobacco permit.

4. The Department is not authorized under this article to grant such retail tobacco permit.

5. The Department or investigators with the Office of the Attorney General have found that the applicant
exceeded the legal volume limits set by § 58.1-1017.1 during the prior year.

6. Investigators with the Office of the Attorney General seized cigarette inventory, as authorized by
§ 2.2-509.1, from the applicant during the prior year.

§59.1-293.10:5. Notice and hearings for refusal to grant retail tobacco permits; Administrative Process
Act; exceptions.

A. The action of the Department in granting or refusing to grant any retail tobacco permit shall be subject
to review in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (8 2.2-4000 et seq.), except as provided in


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:4/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:11/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1017.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-509.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:5/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-4000/
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subsections B and C. Review shall be limited to the evidential record of the proceedings provided by the
Department. Both the petitioner and the Department shall have the right to appeal to the Court of Appeals
fromany order of the court.

B. The Department may refuse a hearing on any application for the granting of any retail tobacco permit,
provided that the:

1. Permit for the applicant was refused or revoked within a period of 12 months;

2. Permit for any premises was refused or revoked at such premises within a period of 12 months;

3. Applicant, within the immediately preceding 12 months, has allowed his retail tobacco permit to expire
and, at the time of the expiration of such permit, there was a pending and unadjudicated charge, either before
the Department or in any court, against the permittee alleging a violation of this article; or

4. Applicant received a temporary retail tobacco permit pursuant to § 59.1-293.10:10 and reapplies for a
retail tobacco permit at the same location within 12 months of the date of the issuance of the temporary retail
tobacco permit.

C. If an applicant has permitted a retail tobacco permit to expire and at the time of expiration there
remained unexecuted any period of suspension imposed upon the permittee by the Department, the
Department may refuse a hearing on an application for a new retail tobacco permit until after the date on
which the suspension period would have been executed had the retail tobacco permit not have been permitted
to expire.

§59.1-293.10:6. Grounds for which Department may suspend or revoke retail tobacco permits.

The Department may suspend or revoke any retail tobacco permit if it has reasonable cause to believe
that:

1. The permittee, or if the permittee is a partnership, any general partner thereof, or if the permitteeisan
association, any member thereof, or any limited partner of 10 percent or more with voting rights, or if the
permittee is a corporation, any officer, director, or shareholder owning 10 percent or more of its capital
stock, or if the permittee is a limited liability company, any member-manager or any member owning 10
percent or more of the membership interest of the limited liability company:

a. Has misrepresented a material fact in applying to the Department for such retail tobacco permit;

b. Within the five years immediately preceding the date of the hearing held in accordance with
§59.1-293.10:8, has (i) been convicted of a violation of any law, ordinance, or regulation of the
Commonwealth applicable to the manufacture, transportation, possession, use, or sale of retail tobacco
products; (ii) violated any provision of this article; (iii) violated or failed or refused to comply with any
regulation, rule, or order of the Department; (iv) failed or refused to comply with any of the conditions or
restrictions of the retail tobacco permit issued pursuant to § 59.1-293.10:1; or (V) violated, failed, or refused
to comply with Article 2 (8§ 59.1-293.10: 11 et seq.);

c. Has been convicted in any court of a felony or of any crime or offense involving moral turpitude under
the laws of the Commonwealth;

d. Is not the legitimate owner of the business conducted under the retail tobacco permit issued pursuant to
§59.1-293.10: 1, or other persons have ownership interestsin the business that have not been disclosed;

e. Cannot demonstrate financial responsibility sufficient to meet the requirements of the business
conducted under the retail tobacco permit issued pursuant to § 59.1-293.10: 1;

f. Has been intoxicated or under the influence of some self-administered drug while upon the permitted
premises,

0. Subsequent to the granting of his original retail tobacco permit, has demonstrated by his police record
a lack of respect for law and order;

h. Is physically unable to carry on the business conducted under such retail tobacco permit or has been
adjudicated incapacitated;

i. Has possessed any illegal gambling device, as defined in § 18.2-325, upon the permitted premises;

j. Has upon the permitted premises (i) illegally possessed, distributed, sold, or used or has knowingly
allowed any employee or agent, or any other person, to illegally possess, distribute, sell, or use marijuana,
controlled substances, imitation controlled substances, drug paraphernalia, or controlled paraphernalia as
those terms are defined in Articles 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) and 1.1 (8§ 18.2-265.1 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title
18.2 and the Drug Control Act (8 54.1-3400 et seq.); (ii) laundered money in violation of § 18.2-246.3; or
(iii) conspired to commit any drug-related offense in violation of Article 1 or 1.1 of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 or
the Drug Control Act. The provisions of this subdivision shall also apply to any conduct related to the
operation of the permitted business that facilitates the commission of any of the offenses set forth herein;

k. Has failed to take reasonable measures to prevent (i) the permitted premises, (ii) any premises
immediately adjacent to the permitted premises that are owned or leased by the permittee, or (iii) any portion
of public property immediately adjacent to the permitted premises from becoming a place where patrons of
the establishment commit criminal violations of Article 1 (8 18.2-30 et seq.), 2 (8 18.2-38 et seq.), 2.1
(8§18.2-46.1 et seq.), 2.2 (8 18.2-46.4 et seq.), 3 (8 18.2-47 et seq.), 4 (8§ 18.2-51 et seq.), 5 (8 18.2-58 et seq.),
6 (8 18.2-59 et seq.), or 7 (8 18.2-61 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 18.2; Article 2 (§ 18.2-266 et seq.) of
Chapter 7 of Title 18.2; Article 3 (8 18.2-346 et seq.) or 5 (§ 18.2-372 et seg.) of Chapter 8 of Title 18.2; or
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Article 1 (8 18.2-404 et seq.), 2 (§ 18.2-415), or 3 (8§ 18.2-416 et seq.) of Chapter 9 of Title 18.2, and such
violations lead to arrests that are so frequent and serious as to reasonably be deemed a continuing threat to
public safety; or

|. Has failed to take reasonable measures to prevent an act of violence resulting in death or serious bodily
injury, or a recurrence of such acts, from occurring on (i) the permitted premises, (ii) any premises
immediately adjacent to the permitted premises that is owned or leased by the permittee, or (iii) any portion
of public property immediately adjacent to the permitted premises.

2. The place occupied by the permittee:

a. Does not conform to the requirements of the governing body of the locality in which such establishment
is located with respect to sanitation, health, construction, or equipment or to any similar requirements
established by the laws of the Commonwealth or by Department regulations;

b. Has been adjudicated a common nuisance under the provisions of this subtitle or § 18.2-258; or

¢. Has become a meeting place or rendezvous for illegal gambling, illegal users of narcotics, drunks,
prostitutes, pimps, panderers, or habitual law violators or has become a place where illegal drugs are
regularly used or distributed. The Department may consider the general reputation in the community of such
establishment in addition to any other competent evidence in making such determination.

3. The permittee or any employee of the permittee discriminated against any member of the Armed Forces
of the United States by prices charged or otherwise.

4. Any cause exists for which the Department would have been entitled to refuse to grant such retail
tobacco permit had the facts been known.

5. The permittee is delinquent for a period of 90 days or more in the payment of any taxes, or any related
penalties or interest, lawfully imposed by the locality where the permitted business is located, as certified by
the treasurer, commissioner of the revenue, or finance director of such locality, unless (i) the outstanding
amount is de minimis; (ii) the permittee has pending a bona fide application for correction or appeal with
respect to such taxes, penalties, or interest; or (iii) the permittee has entered into a payment plan approved
by the same locality to settle the outstanding liability.

6. The Department or investigators with the Office of the Attorney General found that the permittee
exceeded the legal volume limits set by § 58.1-1017.1 during the prior year.

7. Investigators with the Office of the Attorney General seized cigarette inventory pursuant to § 2.2-509.1
from the permittee during the prior year.

8. Any other cause authorized by this article.

§59.1-293.10: 7. Grounds for which Department shall suspend or revoke retail tobacco permits.

The Department shall suspend or revoke any retail tobacco permit if it finds that:

1. A permittee has violated or permitted the violation of § 18.2-331, relating to the illegal possession of a
gambling device, upon the premises for which the Department has granted a retail tobacco permit for the
sale of retail tobacco products to the public.

2. A permittee has defrauded or attempted to defraud the Department or any federal, state, or local
government or governmental agency or authority by making or filing any report, document, or tax return
required by statute or regulation that is fraudulent or contains a willfully or knowingly false representation
of a material fact or has willfully deceived or attempted to deceive the Department, or any federal, state, or
local government or governmental agency or authority by making or maintaining business records required
by statute or regulation that are false or fraudulent.

§59.1-293.10:8. Suspension or revocation of retail tobacco permits; notice and hearings; imposition of
penalties.

A. 1. Except for temporary retail tobacco permits issued pursuant to § 59.1-293.10:10, before the
Department may impose a civil penalty or suspend or revoke any retail tobacco permit, reasonable notice of
such proposed or contemplated action shall be given to the permittee in accordance with the provisions of
§ 2.2-4020.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 2.2-4022, the Department shall, upon written request by the
permittee, permit the permittee to inspect and copy or photograph all (i) written or recorded statements made
by the permittee or copies thereof or the substance of any oral statements made by the permittee or a
previous or present employee of the permittee to any law-enforcement officer, the existence of which is known
by the Department and upon which the Department intends to rely as evidence in any adversarial proceeding
under this article against the permittee and (ii) designated books, papers, documents, tangible objects,
buildings, or places, or copies or portions thereof, that are within the possession, custody, or control of the
Department and upon which the Department intends to rely as evidence in any adversarial proceeding under
this article against the permittee. In addition, any subpoena for the production of documents issued to any
person at the request of the permittee or the Department shall provide for the production of the documents
sought within 10 working days.

3. If the Department fails to provide for inspection or copying under this section for the permittee after a
written request, the Department shall be prohibited from introducing into evidence any items the permittee
would have lawfully been entitled to inspect or copy under this section.


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-404/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-415/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-416/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-258/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1017.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-509.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:7/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-331/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:8/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10:1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-4020/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-4022/

618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
629
630
631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640

642
643
644

646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675
676
677
678
679

11 of 16

4. The action of the Department in suspending or revoking any retail tobacco permit or in imposing a civil
penalty shall be subject to judicial review in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (8 2.2-4000 et
seg.). Such review shall extend to the entire evidential record of the proceedings provided by the Department
in accordance with the Administrative Process Act. An appeal shall lie to the Court of Appeals from any
order of the court. Notwithstanding § 8.01-676.1, the final judgment or order of the circuit court shall not be
suspended, stayed, or modified by such circuit court pending appeal to the Court of Appeals. Neither
mandamus nor injunction shall lie in any such case.

B. 1. In suspending any retail tobacco permit, the Department may impose, as a condition precedent to
the removal of such suspension or any portion thereof, a requirement that the permittee pay the cost incurred
by the Department in investigating the permittee and in holding the proceeding resulting in such suspension,
or it may impose and collect such civil penalties as it deems appropriate. In no event shall the Department
impose a civil penalty exceeding $1,000 for the first violation occurring within the five years immediately
preceding the date of the violation, $5,000 for the second violation occurring within the five years
immediately preceding the date of the second violation, or $10,000 for the third violation occurring within
the five years immediately preceding the date of the third violation.

2. However, if the violation involved selling retail tobacco products to a person prohibited from
purchasing such products, the Department may impose a civil penalty not to exceed (i) $1,000 for the first
violation occurring within the five years immediately preceding the date of the violation; (ii) $5,000 for the
second violation occurring within the five years immediately preceding the date of the second violation and
such retail dealer found to be in violation of this subdivision shall be required to verify that any consumer
who appears to be under 30 years of age is of legal age by verifying such consumer's gover nment-issued
photographic identification using fraud detection software, technology, or a scanner that confirms the
authenticity of such identification; or (iii) $10,000 for the third violation occurring within the five years
immediately preceding the date of the third violation, in lieu of such suspension or any portion thereof, or
both. The Department may also impose a requirement that the permittee pay for the cost incurred by the
Department, not to exceed $25,000, in investigating the permittee and in holding the proceeding resulting in
the violation in addition to any suspension or civil penalty incurred.

C. Following notice to (i) the permittee of a hearing that may result in the suspension or revocation of the
retail tobacco permit or (ii) the applicant of a hearing to resolve a contested application, the Department
may accept a consent agreement. The notice shall advise the permittee or applicant of the option to (a) admit
the alleged violation or the validity of the objection; (b) waive any right to a hearing or an appeal under the
Administrative Process Act (8 2.2-4000 et seq.); and (c) (1) accept the proposed restrictions for operating
under the retail tobacco permit, (2) accept the period of suspension of the permitted privileges within the
Department's parameters, (3) pay a civil penalty in lieu of the period of suspension or any portion of the
suspension as applicable, or (4) proceed to a hearing.

D. The Department may, by regulation or written order:

1. Designate those (i) objections to an application or (ii) alleged violations that will proceed to an initial
hearing;

2. Designate the violations for which a waiver of a hearing and payment of a civil charge in lieu of
suspension may be accepted for a first offense occurring within three years immediately preceding the date of
the violation;

3. Establish a schedule of penalties for such offenses that prescribes the appropriate suspension of a retail
tobacco permit and the civil charge acceptable in lieu of such suspension; and

4. Establish a schedule of offenses for which any penalty may be waived upon a showing that the
permittee has had no prior violations within five years immediately preceding the date of the violation. No
waiver shall be granted by the Department, however, for a permittee's willful and knowing violation of this
article or Department regulations.

§59.1-293.10:9. Suspension or revocation; disposition of retail tobacco products; termination.

A. Retail tobacco products owned by or in possession of, or for sale by, any permittee at the time the retail
tobacco permit of such permitteeis suspended or revoked may be disposed of as follows:

1. Sold by such permittee to the Department at prices and terms agreed upon by the Department and such
permittee;

2. S0ld to persons in the Commonwealth who are permitted to sell such retail tobacco products; or

3. Upon retail tobacco permits issued pursuant to § 59.1-293.10:1 and conditions specified by the
Department, sold to persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the Commonwealth upon such
retail tobacco permits.

B. Upon retail tobacco permits issued pursuant to § 59.1-293.10:1 and upon payment of any excise tax
due thereon, retail tobacco products owned and in possession of, or either, or for sale by, any permittee at
the time the retail tobacco permit of such permittee is suspended or revoked may be sold to any person
authorized to purchase the same for resale.

C. All retail tobacco products owned by or in possession of any permittee whose retail tobacco permit is
suspended or revoked shall be disposed of by such permittee in accordance with the provisions of this section
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within 60 days from the date of such suspension or revocation.

D. Retail tobacco products owned by, or in possession of, or for sale by any permittee whose retail
tobacco permit has been terminated other than by suspension or revocation may be disposed of in
accordance with subsection A or B within such time as the Department deems proper. Such period shall not
be less than 60 days.

E. All retail tobacco products owned by or remaining in the possession of any permittee described in
subsection A, B, or D after the expiration of such period shall be deemed contraband and forfeited to the
Commonwealth in accordance with the provisions of § 4.1-338.

§59.1-293.10:10. Continuation of permittee operationsin certain instances; temporary retail tobacco
permits.

A. The Department may grant the following temporary permits which shall authorize:

1. Any person who (i) purchases at a foreclosure, secured creditor's, or judicial auction sale the premises
or property of a permittee or (ii) has become lawfully entitled to the possession of the permitted premisesto
continue to operate the retail tobacco establishment to the same extent as a permittee for a period not to
exceed 60 days or for such longer period as determined by the Department. Such retail tobacco permit shall
be temporary and shall confer the privileges of any retail tobacco permits held by the previous owner to the
extent determined by the Department. Such temporary retail tobacco permit may be issued in advance,
conditioned on the above requirements.

2. Any person who, through contract, lease, concession, license, management or similar agreement
(collectively, the contract), becomes lawfully entitled to the use and control of the premises of a permittee to
continue to operate the retail tobacco establishment to the same extent as a permittee, provided such person
has made application to the Department for a retail tobacco permit at the same premises. The temporary
retail tobacco permit shall (i) confer the privileges of any retail tobacco permits held by the previous owner
to the extent determined by the Department and (ii) be valid for a period of 120 days or for such longer
period as may be necessary as determined by the Department pending the completion of the processing of the
temporary permittee's retail tobacco permit application. No temporary retail tobacco permit shall be issued
without the written consent of the previous permittee. No temporary retail tobacco permit shall be issued
under the provisions of this subdivision if the previous permittee owes any state or local taxes, or has any
pending charges for violation of this article or any Department regulation, unless the temporary permittee
agrees to assume the liability of the previous permittee for the taxes or any penalty for the pending charges.
An application for a temporary retail tobacco permit may be filed prior to the effective date of the contract,
in which case the temporary retail tobacco permit, when issued, shall become effective on the effective date of
the contract. Upon the effective date of the temporary retail tobacco permit, (a) the temporary permittee shall
be responsible for compliance with the provisions of this article and any Department regulation and (b) the
previous permittee shall not be held liable for any violation of this article or any Department regulation
committed by, or any errors or omissions of, the temporary permittee.

B. Every application for a temporary retail tobacco permit granted pursuant to this section shall be on a
form prescribed by the Department. The fee for a temporary retail tobacco permit shall be one-twelfth of the
retail tobacco permit application fee computed to the nearest cent and multiplied by the number of months for
which the temporary retail tobacco permit is granted.

C. The decision to refuse to grant a temporary retail tobacco permit shall not be subject to a hearing. A
temporary retail tobacco permit may be revoked summarily by the Department for any cause set forth in §
59.1-293.10: 6 without complying with subsection A of § 59.1-293.10:8. Revocation of a temporary retail
tobacco permit shall be effective upon service of the order of revocation upon the temporary permittee or
upon the expiration of three business days after the order of the revocation has been mailed to the temporary
permittee at either his residence or the address given for the business in the application. No further notice
shall be required.

Article 2.
Retail Tobacco Products.

§59.1-293.10: 11. Illegal sale of retail tobacco productsin general; penalty.

For purposes of this article, "retail tobacco product” does not include any nicotine vapor product. Any
person who is not a per mittee who sells any retail tobacco product except as permitted by this chapter or, for
manufacturers or distributors licensed by the Department, purchases such products for resale pursuant to
Title 58.1, is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

§59.1-293.10: 12. Packaging of certain tobacco products; civil penalty.

A. Cigarettes shall be sold only in sealed packages provided by the manufacturer, with the required health
warning. The proprietor of every retail tobacco establishment that offers for sale any retail tobacco product
shall post in a conspicuous manner and place a sign or signs indicating that the sale of retail tobacco
products to any person under 21 years of age is prohibited by law.

B. For the purpose of compliance with regulations of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration published as 61 Federal Register 1492, the Department may promulgate regulations that
allow the Department to undertake the activities necessary to comply with such regulations.
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C. Agents of the Authority may issue a summons for any violation of this section. Any attorney for the
locality in which an alleged violation of this section occurred may enforce this section by civil action to
recover a civil penalty not to exceed $500. The civil penalty shall be paid into the local treasury. No filing fee
or other fee or cost shall be charged to the locality which instituted the action.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to create a private cause of action.

§59.1-293.10:13. Persons to whom retail tobacco products may not be sold; proof of legal age; civil
penalty.

A. No person shall sell to any person younger than 21 years of age, knowing or having reason to believe
that such person is younger than 21 years of age, any retail tobacco products. No person shall sell retail
tobacco products from a vending machine.

B. 1. No person shall sell a retail tobacco product to any individual who does not demonstrate, by
producing a driver's license or similar photo identification issued by a government agency, that the
individual is at least 21 years of age.

2. Before a permittee may sell retail tobacco products, other than cigar and pipe tobacco products as
defined in § 58.1-1021.01, to any consumer, the person selling, offering for sale, giving, or furnishing such
products shall verify that the consumer is of legal age by examining from any person who appears to be
under 30 years of age a gover nment-issued photographic identification that establishes that the person is of
legal age or verifying the identification presented using identification fraud detection software, technology,
or a scanner that confirms the authenticity of such identification.

3. This subsection shall not apply to mail order or internet sales, provided that the person offering the
retail tobacco product for sale through mail order or theinternet (i) prior to the sale of such product verifies
that the purchaser is at least 21 years of age through a commercially available database that is regularly
used by businesses or governmental entities for the purpose of age and identity verification and (ii) uses a
method of mailing, shipping, or delivery that requires the signature of a person at least 21 years of age
before such product is released to the purchaser.

C. A violation of subsection A or B by an individual is punishable by a civil penalty in the amount of
$1,000 for a first violation, a civil penalty in the amount of $5,000 for a second violation within a three-year
period, or a civil penalty in the amount of $10,000 for a third or subsequent violation within a three-year
period. Such civil penalty shall not preclude the Department from taking administrative action against a
permittee for the conduct of his agent or employee who violates subsection A or B. If applicable, upon a third
or subsequent violation within a three-year period, the Department may suspend or revoke any retail tobacco
permit issued pursuant to this subtitle.

§59.1-293.10: 14. Prohibiting possession of retail tobacco products by a person younger than 21 years
of age; seizure.

A. No person younger than 21 years of age shall possess any retail tobacco product. The provisions of this
section shall not apply to the possession of retail tobacco products by a person younger than 21 years of age
(i) making a delivery of such products in pursuance of his employment or (ii) as part of a scientific study
being conducted by an organization for the purpose of medical research to further effortsin cigarette and
tobacco use prevention and cessation and tobacco product regulation, provided that such medical research
has been approved by an institutional review board pursuant to applicable federal regulations or by a
research review committee pursuant to Chapter 5.1 (8 32.1-162.16 et seq.) of Title 32.1. This subsection shall
not apply to the possession of any retail tobacco product by a law-enforcement officer or his agent when the
same is necessary in the performance of his duties.

B. Any retail tobacco product possessed in violation of this section shall be deemed contraband and may
be seized by a law-enforcement officer. Any such product, the lawful possession of which is not established,
seized by such officer shall be forfeited and disposed of according to the process described in subdivision A 2
of § 19.2-386.23.

C. The seizure of contraband pursuant to subsection B shall be the sole penalty for a violation of this
section.

D. The provisions of this section shall not preclude prosecution under any other statute.

§ 59.1-293.10:15. Purchasing retail tobacco products for person to whom they may not be sold;
penalty; forfeiture.

A. Any person who purchases for, or otherwise gives, provides, or assists in the provision of retail
tobacco products to another person, when he knows or has reason to know that such person is younger than
21 years of age, except (i) where possession of such products by a person younger than 21 years of age is due
to such person's making a delivery of such products in pursuance of his employment or (ii) as part of a
scientific study being conducted by an organization for the purpose of medical research to further effortsin
cigarette and tobacco use prevention and cessation and tobacco product regulation, provided that such
medical research has been approved by an institutional review board pursuant to applicable federal
regulations or by a research review committee pursuant to Chapter 5.1 (§ 32.1-162.16 et seq.) of Title 32.1.
This subsection shall not apply to the possession of any retail tobacco product by a law-enforcement officer
or his agent when the same is necessary in the performance of his duties.

41N1 11S9dNS J1VNIS

1S0294aS


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-1021.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-162.16/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/19.2-386.23/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.10/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-162.16/

SB620S1 14 of 16

804
805
806
807
808
809
810
811
812
813
814
815
816
817
818
819
820
821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828
829
830
831
832
833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840
841
842
843
844
845
846
847
848
849
850
851
852
853
854
855
856
857
858
859
860
861
862
863
864
865

B. A violation of subsection A by an individual is punishable by a civil penalty in the amount of $100.
Such civil penalty shall not preclude the Department from taking administrative action against a permittee
for the conduct of his agent or employee who violates subsection A.

C. Any retail tobacco products purchased or possessed in violation of this section shall be deemed
contraband and may be seized by a law-enforcement officer. Any such product, the lawful possession of
which is not established, seized by such officer shall be forfeited and disposed of according to the process
described in subdivision A 2 of § 19.2-386.23.

Article 3.
Liquid Nicotine or Nicotine Vapor Products.

§50.1-293.11. Sale or distribution of liquid nicotine container; prohibition; penalty.

A. No person shall sell or distribute at retail or offer for retail sale or distribution a liquid nicotine
container in the Commonwealth on or after October 1, 2015, unless such liquid nicotine container meets
child-resistant packaging standards.

B. The requirements of subsection A shall not prohibit a wholesaler or retailer from selling its existing
inventory of liquid nicotine until January 1, 2016, if the wholesaler or retailer can establish that the inventory
was purchased prior to October 1, 2015, in a quantity comparable to that of the inventory purchased during
the same period of the prior year.

C. Any person who sells or distributes at retail or offers for retail sale or distribution a liquid nicotine
container in the Commonwealth on or after October 1, 2015, that he knows or has reason to know does not
satisfy the child-resistant packaging standards required by this section is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.
However, no person shall be guilty of aviolation of this section who relies in good faith on any information
provided by the manufacturer of aliquid nicotine container that such container meets the requirements of this
section.

D. The provisions of this ehapter article do not apply to any manufacturer or wholesaler of liquid nicotine
containers who sells or distributes a liquid nicotine container, provided that any such liquid nicotine container
sold or distributed is intended for use outside of the Commonwealth.

E. The provisions of subsection A shall be null, void, and of no force and effect upon the effective date of
either enacted federal legidlation or final regulations issued by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration or by
any other federal agency where such legislation or regulations mandate child-resistant packaging for liquid
nicotine containers.

F. The provisions of this section with respect to retail sales, retail establishments, and offers for retail sales
shall only apply to retail sales or offers at retail of liquid nicotine containers before July 1, 2024.

§59.1-293.12. Restrictions on the sale of liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor products to minors;
penalties.

A. A retail dealer shall comply with the provisions of this section, 88 18.2-246.8, 18.2-246.10, and
18.2-371.2; and 59:1-293:13, and any other state or local law related to the sale of retaH tebaeeo produets
ligquid nicotine or nicotine vapor products. If the Department determines that aretail dedler has violated any
such provision of law, the Department may suspend or revoke such retail dealer's Retail Sales and Use Tax
Exemption Certificate for Stamped Cigarettes Purchased for Resale or Other Tobacco Products (OTP)
Distributor's License.

B. 1. For each retail dealer, the Department shall conduct an unannounced investigation at least once
every 24 months to verify that the retail dealer is not selling retaH tebacee preduets liquid nicotine or nicotine
vapor products to persons under 21 years of age. If the Department determines that the retail dealer has
violated any provision of this section, § 18.2-246.8, 18.2-246.10, or 18.2-371.2, er 59-3-293:13; or any other
state or local law related to the sale of retai tebaeeo preduets liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor products, it
shall conduct an unannounced investigation of the retail dealer within six months of such violation.

2. If the Department determines that a retail dealer, or a retail dealer's agent or employee, sold a retait
tebaeeo produet liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor product to a person grder younger than 21 years of age or
violated subsection A or B of § 18.2-371.2, the Department shall impose and the retail dealer shall be subject
to:

a. For thefirst violation in a 36-month period, a penalty of no less than $1,000;

b. For a second violation in a 36-month period, a penalty of no less than $5,000. Any retail dealer found to
be in violation of this subdivision 2 b shall be required to verify that any consumer who appears to be under
30 years of ageis of legal age by verifying such consumer's government-issued photographic identification
using fraud detection software, technology, or a scanner that confirms the authenticity of such identification;
and

¢. For athird violation in a 36-month period, a penalty of no less than $10,000 and a 30-day suspension of
the retail dealer's Retail Sales and Use Tax Exemption Certificate for Stamped Cigarettes Purchased for
Resale or OTP Distributor's License.

d. For afourth violation in a 36-month period, revocation of the retail dealer's Retail Sales and Use Tax
Exemption Certificate for Stamped Cigarettes Purchased for Resale or OTP Distributor's License, and
ineligibility to possess any such certificate or license for a period of three years from the date of the most


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/19.2-386.23/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.11/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.12/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-246.8/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-246.10/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-371.2/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.13/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-246.8/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-246.10/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-371.2/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/59.1-293.13/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-371.2/

866
867
868
869
870
871
872
873
874
875
876
877
878
879
880
881
882
883
884
885
886
887
888
889
890
891
892
893
894
895
896
897
898
899
900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927

15 of 16

recent violation.

3. Any civil penalties assessed pursuant to this section shall be paid into the Tobacco Retail Enforcement
Fund, established pursuant to § 59.1-293.14.

C. The Department shall collaborate with the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority and local
law enforcement to the extent possible to enforce the provisions of this section and § 4.1-103.01.

§59.1-293.18. Agent for service of process.

A. Any nonresident manufacturer of liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor products that has not registered to
do business in the Commonwealth as a foreign corporation or business entity shall, as a condition precedent
to being included in the directory established by the Attorney General pursuant to § 59429342 59.1-293.15,
appoint and continually engage without interruption the services of an agent in the Commonwealth to act as
agent for the service of processin any action or proceeding against such nonresident manufacturer concerning
or arising out of the enforcement of this ehapter article, and such nonresident manufacturer may be served in
any manner authorized by law. Such service shall constitute legal and valid service of process on the
nonresident manufacturer. The manufacturer shall provide the name, address, telephone number, and proof of
the appointment and availability of such agent to the Attorney General.

B. The manufacturer shall provide notice to the Attorney General 30 calendar days prior to termination of
the authority of an agent and shall further provide proof to the satisfaction of the Attorney General of the
appointment of a new agent no less than five calendar days prior to the termination of an existing agent
appointment. In the event an agent terminates an agency appointment, the manufacturer shall notify the
Attorney General of the termination within five calendar days and shall include proof to the satisfaction of the
Attorney General of the appointment of a new agent.

C. Any manufacturer whose liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor products are sold in the Commonwealth who
has not appointed and engaged the services of an agent as required by this section shall be deemed to have
appointed the Secretary of the Commonwealth as its agent for service of process. The appointment of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth as agent shall not satisfy the condition precedent required in subsection A to
be included in the directory.

§50.1-293.20. Sale or distribution prohibited.

A. Beginning December 31, 2025, no person shall sell, distribute or import for resale, or offer for sale a
liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor product for retail sale in the Commonwealth unless such liquid nicotine or
nicotine vapor product is included in the directory established by the Attorney General pursuant to §
59:1-293:12 59.1-293.15.

B. Beginning December 31, 2025, no liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor product manufacturer shall sell for
retail sale, either directly or through a wholesaler, distributor, retailer, or similar intermediary or
intermediaries, a liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor product in the Commonwealth unless such liquid nicotine
or nicotine vapor product is included in the directory established by the Attorney General pursuant to §
59:4-293:12 59.1-293.15.

C. Any person that violates the provisions of subsection A is subject to a fine of $1,000 per day for each
product offered for sale in violation until the offending product is removed from the market or until the
offending product is properly listed on the directory.

D. A liquid nicotine or nicotine vapor product manufacturer that violates the provisions of subsection B is
subject to afine of $1,000 per day for each product offered for salein violation until the offending product is
removed from the market or until the offending product is properly listed on the directory.

E. Each retailer shall have 60 days from the date that the Attorney General first makes the directory
available for inspection on its public website to sell any products that were in its inventory and not included
in the directory or to remove from inventory and return such products to the manufacturer for disposal.

F. Each distributor or wholesaler shall have 60 days from the date that the Attorney General first makes
the directory available for inspection on its public website to remove any products intended for sale in the
Commonwealth from its inventory and return such products to the manufacturer for disposal.

G. In an action brought under this section, the attorney for the Commonwealth or the attorney for the
county, city, or town may recover reasonable costs of investigation, the costs of the action, and attorney fees.

H. Any civil penalties assessed under this section in an action brought in the name of alocality shall be
paid into the genera fund of the locality.

I. All fees collected by the Attorney General pursuant to this chapter shall be used for the administration
and enforcement of this chapter.

2. That the provisions of thisact shall become effective on January 1, 2027.

3. That for each permittee licensed pursuant to § 59.1-293.10:1 of the Code of Virginia, as created by
this act, the Office of the Attorney General shall use proceeds received by the Commonwealth from the
Juul Labs, Inc., multistate settlement agreement to conduct an unannounced under age buyer operation
at least once every 24 months to verify that the permittee is not selling retail tobacco products to
persons younger than 21 years of age. If the Office of the Attorney General determines that the
per mittee has violated the provisions of § 59.1-293.10:13 of the Code of Virginia, as created by this act,
the Office of the Attorney General shall conduct an additional underage buyer operation of the
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928 permittee within six months of the Office of the Attorney General substantiating such violation.



