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HOUSE BILL NO. 1353
House Amendmentsin [ ] - February 10, 2026
A BILL to direct the Commissioner of Health to convene a multidisciplinary work group to evaluate the
feasibility of a statewide maternal health safety initiative; reports.

Patron Prior to Engrossment—Del egate Cohen
Referred to Committee on Health and Human Services

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. 8§ 1. That the Commissioner of Health shall convene a multidisciplinary work group to evaluate the
feasibility of a statewide maternal health safety initiative to improve antepartum and postpartum outcomes
through patient education, wristband identification or similar initiatives, clinical alerts, and community
engagement. In addition to the feasibility of such an initiative, the work group shall (i) assess associated
costs, funding strategies, and public education needs; (ii) develop a data collection and evaluation
framework; and (iii) propose an implementation rollout plan. The work group shall include representatives
from the Department of Health, the Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association, [ the Medical Society of
Virginia, ] hospitals, third-party payors providing health care insurance or prepaid coverage, public health
experts, clinical experts, and patient and community advocates. The Commissioner shall submit an interim
report of the work group by November 1, 2026, and a final report with the work group's recommendations
no later than July 1, 2027, to the House Committee on Health and Human Services, the Senate Committee
on Education and Health, and the Commission on Women's Health.
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