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Bill Title: Autumns Law; elementary and secondary schools; institutions of higher education;

aggravated bullying and cyberbullying unlawful; policies and procedures; penalty.

Bill Summary: Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor to commit an act of aggravated bullying or aggravated
cyberbullying, as defined in the bill, against any student enrolled in any elementary or secondary school or
institution of higher education. The bill requires the administrator of each elementary or secondary school and
each institution of higher education, or his designee, to, upon receiving satisfactory proof of an incident of
aggravated bullying by a student enrolled in such school or institution, address such incidents, discipline the
student guilty thereof, and report such incidents to local law-enforcement. The bill also requires (i) reports to
be made to the division superintendent and the principal or his designee on all incidents involving an act of
aggravated bullying or aggravated cyberbullying occurring on a school bus, on school property, or at a school-
sponsored activity; (ii) each principal to immediately report to the local law-enforcement agency any incident
involving an act of aggravated bullying or aggravated cyberbullying occurring on a school bus, on school
property, or at a school-sponsored activity; and (iii) the Board of Education to include in its guidelines and
model policies for codes of student conduct developed pursuant to applicable law standards for school board
policies on aggravated bullying. Finally, the bill requires each school board to include in its code of student
conduct policies and procedures prohibiting aggravated bullying and aggravated cyberbullying, including (a) a
citation to the provision of the bill that makes committing an act of aggravated bullying a Class 1
misdemeanor; (b) detailed procedures for reporting any incident of aggravated bullying or aggravated bullying
in accordance with the bill; (c) clear, escalating, and appropriate disciplinary procedures for addressing
incidents of aggravated bullying; and (d) information and resources relating to any civil rights of action or
remedies available to victims of an act of aggravated bullying or cyberbullying.

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes Items Impacted: 123

Explanation: The Department of Education would require additional funding and a position in order to
implement the requirements of this bill. Any impact to local school divisions is
indeterminate. Any impact for payments to localities related to jail populations is
indeterminate. Any additional revenue from criminal penalties is indeterminate.

Fiscal Summary: The Department of Education would require one position at an estimated cost of $154,101
general fund beginning in FY27.

General Fund Expenditure Impact:

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031
201 (DOE) S0 $154,101 $154,101 $154,101 $154,101 $154,101

TOTAL $0 $154,101 $154,101 $154,101 $154,101 $154,101
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Position Impact:

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031
201 (DOE) 0 1 1 1 1 1
TOTAL 0 1 1 1 1 1

Fiscal Analysis: The Department of Education (DOE) anticipates the need for an additional position to develop
implementation and support guidance, update model policies, ensure appropriate technical assistance and
responses to division-level legal and procedural questions, support training for educators and administrators,
and help ensure consistent application across the state. DOE estimates a total cost of $154,101 general fund
per year beginning in FY27 including salary, benefits, and technology.

Any impact to local school divisions is indeterminate.

This bill establishes a new Class 1 misdemeanor. Anyone convicted of a Class 1 misdemeanor is subject to a
sentence of up to 12 months in jail and a fine of not more than $2,500, either or both.

There is not enough information available to reliably estimate the increase in jail population as a result of this
proposal. However, any increase in jail population will increase costs to the state. The Commonwealth
currently pays localities $5.00 a day for each misdemeanant or otherwise local-responsible prisoner held in a
jail. It also funds a large portion of the jails’ operating costs, e.g., correctional officers. The state’s share of
these costs on a per prisoner, per day basis varies from locality to locality. However, according to the
Compensation Board’s most recent Jail Cost Report (November 2025), the estimated total state support for
local jails averaged $58.25 per inmate, per day in FY 2024.

Proceeds of all fines and penalties collected for offenses committed against the Commonwealth are paid into
the state treasury to the credit of the Literary Fund. Any revenue impact is indeterminate.

Other: None



