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Bill Number: HB497 Patron: Guzman
Bill Title: Certain students with disabilities; certain communication, reporting, and data posting.

Bill Summary: Requires, in any case in which it is determined that a student does not qualify for special
education and related services pursuant to an individualized education program or that a school board has not
complied with the requirement to provide special education and related services as set forth in a student's IEP,
the appropriate school board employee to report such fact to the State Parent Ombudsman for Special
Education (the Ombudsman) and requires the Ombudsman to compile all such reports for inclusion in the
Department of Education's annual special education public data reports. The bill requires the data contained
in such reports shall be included, in a de-identified manner, on a publicly accessible, interactive data
dashboard on the Department's website. The bill requires such data dashboard to also include de-identified
data on the number of students with a Section 504 Plan in each school division. The bill requires each school
board to notify the parents of any student offered a Section 504 Plan, through the school division's Section
504 coordinator or another non-instructional designee, of the supports and services offered by the Parent
Training and Information Center in the Commonwealth (the Center) and provides that in any case in which
such a parent contacts the Center with a question or concern about the Section 504 Plan, the Center shall
include aggregate data on such communications in the report that it is required to make to the Ombudsman.

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes Items Impacted: 118
Explanation: The Department of Education would require funding for three additional positions to
support the work required by this bill. Any impact to local school divisions is indeterminate.

Fiscal Summary: The Department of Education anticipates the need for three positions at a total estimated
cost of $439,083 general fund per year beginning in FY27.

General Fund Expenditure Impact:

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031
201 (DOE) S0 $439,083 $439,083 $439,083 $439,083 $439,083
TOTAL S0 $439,083 $439,083 $439,083 $439,083 $439,083

Position Impact:

Agency FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031

201 (DOE) 0 3 3 3 3 3

TOTAL 0 3 3 3 3 3
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Fiscal Analysis: This bill creates new responsibilities for the State Parent Ombudsman for Special Education,
which is housed under the Department of Education. The requirements of this bill would generate additional
reports to the State Parent Ombudsman and would require DOE to compile reports and post data related to
them publicly. Based on the requirements of the bill, DOE anticipates the need for two additional Special
Education Ombudsman positions and one additional data analyst position. DOE estimates a total cost of
$439,083 general fund per year beginning in FY27 including salary, benefits, and technology.

Any impact to local school divisions is indeterminate.

Other: None



