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Bill Number: SB473 Patron: Marsden 
Bill Title: Occoquan Reservoir; low-flow protections for drinking water safe yield. 

 

Bill Summary:   Requires any Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit issued after July 1, 2026, 

authorizing the diversion of sewage or reclaimed water from a publicly owned treatment works for reuse that 

would otherwise discharge into the Occoquan Reservoir, the Occoquan River, Bull Run, or any of their 

tributaries above the Occoquan Reservoir to incorporate certain low-flow protection requirements for 

drinking water safe yield if the total diversion amount allowed by the permit exceeds 500,000 gallons per day. 

The bill also prohibits the issuance of any Virginia Water Protection Permit after July 1, 2026, authorizing the 

withdrawal of water for consumptive uses from the Occoquan Reservoir, the Occoquan River, Bull Run, or any 

of their tributaries above the Occoquan Reservoir for any purpose other than agricultural or irrigation 

purposes or for continued operation, expansion, or relocation of existing public water supply withdrawals.  

Budget Amendment Necessary: No. Items Impacted: N/A 
 

Explanation: This bill involves the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ); however, no budget 
action is required. See Fiscal Analysis section, below. 

 

Fiscal Summary: It is anticipated that any costs DEQ may incur can be absorbed within existing resources. 

Fiscal Analysis: This impact statement is preliminary. It is anticipated that the Department of Environmental 

Quality can absorb any costs associated with the implementation of this bill. 

Other:  HB387 and SB473 are companions. 


