1/20/26 11:44

OO, WNE

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

29

2026 SESSION

INTRODUCED

26105427D
SENATE BILL NO. 628
Offered January 14, 2026
Prefiled January 14, 2026
A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding in Chapter 8 of Title 36 a section numbered 36-140.02,
relating to Department of Housing and Community Development; Eviction Reduction Program; report.

Patron—L ocke
Referred to Committee on General Laws and Technology

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding in Chapter 8 of Title 36 a section numbered
36-140.02 asfollows:

§ 36-140.02. Eviction Reduction Program; report.

A. The Department shall establish the Eviction Reduction Program (the Program) to (i) promote housing
stability, (ii) identify barriersthat contribute to eviction filings, (iii) provide interventions to prevent or divert
evictions, and (iv) carry out any efforts to support eviction prevention and diversion consistent with this
section and guidelines adopted by the Department. The Department shall develop criteria and guidelines
necessary to administer the Program, including program participation eligibility standards, application
procedures, and award procedures.

B. In administering the Program, the Department shall work in collaboration with the Eviction Diversion
Program (8 55.1-1260 et seq.) to coordinate eviction prevention and diversion support and to maximize
housing stability outcomes.

C. On or before October 1 of each year, the Department shall report to the General Assembly on (i) the
number of households served and the outcomes for such households, (ii) the types of assistance provided, (iii)
the geographic distribution of the Program, and (iv) any legislative recommendations it has to help further
the goals of the Program.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or affect any rights, obligations, agreements, or
actions taken by the Department pursuant to the Eviction Reduction Program prior to the enactment of the
provisions under this section.
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https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/36-140.02/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/36-140.02/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/36-1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/55.1-12/

