2026 SESSION

ENROLLED

VIRGINIA ACTSOF ASSEMBLY — CHAPTER
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4

Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article Il of the Constitution of Virginia and proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of Virginia by adding in the Schedule a section numbered 6, relating to
apportionment; congressional districts; limited authority of the General Assembly to modify.

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, January 14, 2026
Agreed to by the Senate, January 16, 2026

WHEREAS, proposed amendments to the Constitution of Virginia, hereinafter set forth, were agreed to
by a mgjority of the members elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the special
session | of 2024 and referred to this, the next regular session held after the 2025 general election of members
of the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution of Virginia; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the following amendments to the
Constitution of Virginia be, and the same hereby are, proposed in conformity with the provisions of Section 1
of Article XI1 of the Constitution of Virginia, namely:

Amend Section 6 of Article Il of the Constitution of Virginia and amend the Constitution of Virginia by
adding in the Schedule a section numbered 6 as follows:

ARTICLE I
FRANCHISE AND OFFICERS
Section 6. Apportionment.

Members of the House of Representatives of the United States and members of the Senate and of the
House of Delegates of the General Assembly shall be elected from electoral districts established pursuant to
this section and Section 6-A of this Constitution. Every electoral district shall be composed of contiguous and
compact territory and shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in
proportion to the population of the district. Every electoral district shall be drawn in accordance with the
requirements of federal and state laws that address racial and ethnic fairness, including the Equal Protection
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States and provisions of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, as amended, and judicial decisions interpreting such laws. Districts shall provide, where
practicable, opportunities for racial and ethnic communities to elect candidates of their choice.

The Commonwealth shall be reapportioned into electoral districts in accordance with this section and
Section 6-A in the year 2021 and every ten years thereafter, except that the General Assembly shall be
authorized to modify one or more congressional districts at any point following the adoption of a decennial
reapportionment law, but prior to the next decennial census, in the event that any State of the United States of
America conducts a redistricting of such state's congressional districts at any point following that state's
adoption of a decennial reapportionment law for any purpose other than (i) the completion of the state's
decennial redistricting in response to a federal census and reapportionment mandated by the Constitution of
the United States and established in federal law or (ii) as ordered by any state or federal court to remedy an
unlawful or unconstitutional district map.

Any such decennial reapportionment law, or reapportionment law modifying one or more congressional
districts, shall take effect immediately and not be subject to the limitations contained in Article IV, Section
13, of this Constitution.

The districts delineated in the decennial any reapportionment law shall be implemented for the November
general election for the United States House of Representatives, Senate, or House of Delegates, respectively,
that is held immediately prior to the expiration of the term being served in the year that the reapportionment
law is required to be enacted. A member in office at the time that a deeennial redistricting law is enacted shall
complete his term of office and shall continue to represent the district from which he was elected for the
duration of such term of office so long as he does not move his residence from the district from which he was
elected. Any vacancy occurring during such term shall be filled from the same district that elected the
member whose vacancy is being filled.

SCHEDULE
Section 6. Application and duration of certain redistricting amendments.

The authorization in Article 11, Section 6 authorizing the General Assembly to modify one or more
congressional districts at any point following adoption of a decennial reapportionment law in the event that
any State of the United States of America conducts a redistricting of such state's congressional districts at
any point following that state's adoption of a decennial reapportionment law shall be limited to making such
modifications between January 1, 2025, and October 31, 2030, in response to actions taken by another state
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between January 1, 2025, and October 31, 2030.



