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2026 SESSION

LEGISLATION NOT PREPARED BY DLS
INTRODUCED

26105631D
HOUSE BILL NO. 1315
Offered January 16, 2026
A BILL to amend and reenact 88 16.1-264, 18.2-51.1, 18.2-57, 18.2-60.3, 19.2-152.8, 19.2-249, 19.2-56.2,
19.2-59.1, 19.2-81, 19.2-81.3, and 65.2-102 of the Code of Virginia, relating to authority of fire marshals.

Patron—Scott, P.A.
Committee Referral Pending

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 16.1-264, 18.2-51.1, 18.2-57, 18.2-60.3, 19.2-152.8, 19.2-249, 19.2-56.2, 19.2-59.1, 19.2-81,
19.2-81.3, and 65.2-102 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:

§16.1-253.4. Emergency protective ordersauthorized in certain cases; penalty.

A. Any judge of acircuit court, general district court, juvenile and domestic relations district court, or
magistrate may issue awritten or oral ex parte emergency protective order pursuant to this section in order to
protect the health or safety of any person.

B. When a law-enforcement officer or an allegedly abused person asserts under oath to a judge or
magistrate, and on that assertion or other evidence the judge or magistrate (i) finds that a warrant for a
violation of § 18.2-57.2 has been issued or issues a warrant for violation of § 18.2-57.2 and finds that there is
probable danger of further acts of family abuse against a family or household member by the respondent or
(i) finds that reasonable grounds exist to believe that the respondent has committed family abuse and thereis
probable danger of afurther such offense against afamily or household member by the respondent, the judge
or magistrate shall issue an ex parte emergency protective order, except if the respondent is a minor, an
emergency protective order shall not be required, imposing one or more of the following conditions on the
respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of family abuse or criminal offenses that result in injury to person or property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the allegedly abused person or family or household
members of the allegedly abused person, including prohibiting the respondent from being in the physical
presence of the allegedly abused person or family or household members of the allegedly abused person, as
the judge or magistrate deems necessary to protect the safety of such persons;

3. Granting the family or household member possession of the premises occupied by the parties to the
exclusion of the respondent; however, no such grant of possession shall affect title to any real or personal
property; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-6500 if such
petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

In addition, if the respondent is a juvenile, the court may, upon its own motion or upon the motion of the
attorney or guardian ad litem representing the respondent, enter an order requiring the local board of social
servicesto provide servicesto the child and family.

When the judge or magistrate considers the issuance of an emergency protective order pursuant to clause
(i), he shall presume that there is probable danger of further acts of family abuse against a family or
household member by the respondent unless the presumption is rebutted by the allegedly abused person.

C. An emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the third
day following issuance. If the expiration occurs on a day that the court is not in session, the emergency
protective order shall be extended until 11:59 p.m. on the next day that the juvenile and domestic relations
district court is in session. When issuing an emergency protective order under this section, the judge or
magistrate shall provide the protected person or the law-enforcement officer seeking the emergency
protective order with the form for use in filing petitions pursuant to § 16.1-253.1 and written information
regarding protective orders that shall include the telephone numbers of domestic violence agencies and legal
referral sources on aform prepared by the Supreme Court. If these forms are provided to a law-enforcement
officer, the officer may provide these forms to the protected person when giving the emergency protective
order to the protected person. The respondent may at any time file a motion with the court requesting a
hearing to dissolve or modify the order issued hereunder. The hearing on the motion shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

D. A law-enforcement officer may request an emergency protective order pursuant to this section and, if
the person in need of protection is physically or mentally incapable of filing a petition pursuant to
§16.1-253.1 or 16.1-279.1, may request the extension of an emergency protective order for an additional
period of time not to exceed three days after expiration of the original order. The request for an emergency
protective order or extension of an order may be made orally, in person or by electronic means, and the judge
of acircuit court, general district court, or juvenile and domestic relations district court or a magistrate may
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issue an oral emergency protective order. An oral emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section
shall be reduced to writing, by the law-enforcement officer requesting the order or the magistrate on a
preprinted form approved and provided by the Supreme Court of Virginia. The completed form shall include
a statement of the grounds for the order asserted by the officer or the alegedly abused person.

E. The court or magistrate shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on
which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network
the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person
provided to the court or magistrate. A copy of an emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section
containing any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary
law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the
Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2
(8 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon the respondent and due return made
to the court. However, if the order isissued by the circuit court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith
forward an attested copy of the order containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date
of birth, sex, and race of each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency
providing service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement
agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by
the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Network established and maintained by the
Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (8 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith on the
respondent. Upon service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information
Network and make due return to the court. One copy of the order shall be given to the allegedly abused
person when it is issued, and one copy shall be filed with the written report required by subsection D of
8 19.2-81.3. The judge or magistrate who issues an oral order pursuant to an electronic request by a
law-enforcement officer shall verify the written order to determine whether the officer who reduced it to
writing accurately transcribed the contents of the oral order. The original copy shall be filed with the clerk of
the juvenile and domestic relations district court within five business days of the issuance of the order. If the
order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also be attested,
forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective
orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith
verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate
information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as
described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due return made to the court. Upon request, the
clerk shall provide the allegedly abused person with information regarding the date and time of service.

F. The availability of an emergency protective order shall not be affected by the fact that the family or
household member |eft the premises to avoid the danger of family abuse by the respondent.

G. Theissuance of an emergency protective order shall not be considered evidence of any wrongdoing by
the respondent.

H. Asused in this section, "law-enforcement officer" means (i) any full-time or part-time employee of a
police department of ,sheriff's office, or fire marshal, as defined in § 27-34.2:1 which is part of or
administered by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is responsible for the
prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic, or highway laws of the
Commonwealth; (ii) any member of an auxiliary police force established pursuant to § 15.2-1731; and (iii)
any special conservator of the peace who meets the certification requirements for a law-enforcement officer
as set forth in § 15.2-1706. Part-time employees are compensated officers who are not full-time employees as
defined by the employing police department or sheriff's office.

I. Neither alaw-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's office,
nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential address, telephone
number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that of the family of such person,
except to the extent that disclosureis (i) required by law or the Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for
law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by the court for good cause.

J. Asused in this section:

"Copy" includes afacsimile copy.

"Physical presence” includes (i) intentionally maintaining direct visual contact with the petitioner or (ii)
unreasonably being within 100 feet from the petitioner's residence or place of employment.

K. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

L. Except as provided in § 16.1-253.2, a violation of a protective order issued under this section shall
constitute contempt of court.

M. Upon issuance of an emergency protective order, the clerk of court shall make available to the
petitioner information that is published by the Department of Criminal Justice Services for victims of
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domestic violence or for petitionersin protective order cases.

1991, c. 715; 1992, c. 742; 1994, c. 907; 1996, c. 866; 1997, c. 603; 1998, cc. 677, 684; 1999, c. 807;
2001, c. 474; 2002, cc. 508, 706, 810, 818; 2007, cc. 396, 661; 2008, cc. 73, 246; 2009, c. 732; 2011, cc.
445, 480; 2012, cc. 637, 827; 2014, cc. 346, 779, 797; 2016, c. 455; 2018, c. 652; 2025, c. 26.

§16.1-264. Service of summons; proof of service; penalty.

A. If aparty designated in subsection A of § 16.1-263 to be served with a summons can be found within
the Commonwealth, the summons shall be served upon him in person or by substituted service as prescribed
in subdivision 2 of § 8.01-296.

If a party designated to be served in § 16.1-263 is without the Commonwealth but can be found or his
address is known, or can with reasonable diligence be ascertained, service of summons may be made either
by delivering a copy thereof to him personally or by mailing a copy thereof to him by certified mail return
receipt requested.

If after reasonable effort a party other than the person who is the subject of the petition cannot be found or
his post-office address cannot be ascertained, whether he is within or without the Commonwealth, the court
may order service of the summons upon him by publication in accordance with the provisions of 88 8.01-316
and 8.01-317.

Al. Any person who is subject to an emergency protective order issued pursuant to § 16.1-253.4 or
19.2-152.8 shall have been personally served with the protective order if a law-enforcement officer, as
defined in § 9.1-101, fire marshal, as defined in § 27-34.2:1, personally provides to such person a natification
of the issuance of the order, which shall be on a form approved by the Executive Secretary of the Supreme
Court of Virginia, provided that all of the information and individual requirements of the order are included
on the form. The officer making service shall enter or cause to be entered the date and time of service and
other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network and make due return to the court.

B. Service of summons may be made under the direction of the court by sheriffs, their deputies and police
officersin counties and cities or by any other suitable person designated by the court. However, in any casein
which custody or visitation of aminor child or children is at issue and a summonsisissued for the attendance
and testimony of ateacher or other school personnel who is not a party to the proceeding, if such summonsis
served on school property, it shall be served only by a sheriff or his deputy.

C. Proof of service may be made by the affidavit of the person other than an officer designated in
subsection B hereof who delivers a copy of the summons to the person summoned, but if served by a state,
county or municipal officer hisreturn shall be sufficient without oath.

D. The summons shall be considered a mandate of the court and willful failure to obey its requirements
shall subject any person guilty thereof to liability for punishment as for contempt.

Code 1950, 88 16.1-167 to 16.1-170; 1956, c. 555; 1977, c. 559; 1984, c. 594; 1987, c. 632; 1991, c. 62;
2004, c. 588; 2011, c. 482.

§18.2-51.1. Malicious bodily injury to law-enfor cement officers, firefighters, search and rescue
personnel, or emergency medical services personnel; penalty; lesser-included offense.

If any person maliciously causes bodily injury to another by any means including the means set out in
§ 18.2-52, with intent to maim, disfigure, disable or Kill, and knowing or having reason to know that such
other person is a law-enforcement officer, as defined hereinafter, firefighter, as defined in § 65.2-102, search
and rescue personnel as defined hereinafter, or emergency medical services personnel, as defined in
§ 32.1-111.1 engaged in the performance of his public duties as a law-enforcement officer, firefighter, search
and rescue personnel, or emergency medical services personnel, such person is guilty of afelony punishable
by imprisonment for a period of not less than five years nor more than 30 years and, subject to subdivision (g)
of § 18.2-10, afine of not more than $100,000. Upon conviction, the sentence of such person shall include a
mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of two years.

If any person unlawfully, but not maliciously, with the intent aforesaid, causes bodily injury to another by
any means, knowing or having reason to know such other person is a law-enforcement officer, firefighter, as
defined in 8§ 65.2-102, search and rescue personnel, or emergency medical services personnel, engaged in the
performance of his public duties as a law-enforcement officer, firefighter, search and rescue personnel, or
emergency medical services personnel as defined in § 32.1-111.1, heis guilty of a Class 6 felony, and upon
conviction, the sentence of such person shall include a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of one
year.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the right of any person charged with aviolation of this
section from asserting and presenting evidence in support of any defenses to the charge that may be available
under common law.

As used in this section, "law-enforcement officer" means any full-time or part-time employee of a police
department er, sheriff's office, or fire marshal, as defined in § 27-34.2:1 that is part of or administered by the
Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof, who is responsible for the prevention or detection of
crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic, or highway laws of the Commonwealth; any conservation
officer of the Department of Conservation and Recreation commissioned pursuant to § 10.1-115; any
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conservation police officer appointed pursuant to § 29.1-200; and auxiliary police officers appointed or
provided for pursuant to 88 15.2-1731 and 15.2-1733 and auxiliary deputy sheriffs appointed pursuant to
§ 15.2-1603.

As used in this section, "search and rescue personnel” means any employee or member of a search and
rescue organization that is authorized by aresolution or ordinance duly adopted by the governing body of any
county, city, or town of the Commonwealth or any member of a search and rescue organization operating
under a memorandum of understanding with the Virginia Department of Emergency Management.

The provisions of § 18.2-51 shall be deemed to provide alesser-included offense hereof.

1983, c. 578; 1985, c. 444; 1994, cc. 205, 427; 1997, cc. 8, 120; 2002, cc. 588, 623; 2004, cc. 461, 841,
2007, c. 87; 2010, c. 344; 2015, cc. 502, 503.

§18.2-57. Assault and battery; penalty.

A. Any person who commits a simple assault or assault and battery is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor,
and if the person intentionally selects the person against whom a simple assault is committed because of his
race, religious conviction, gender, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, color, or ethnic or national
origin, the penalty upon conviction shall include aterm of confinement of at least six months.

B. However, if a person intentionally selects the person against whom an assault and battery resulting in
bodily injury is committed because of his race, religious conviction, gender, disability, gender identity, sexual
orientation, color, or ethnic or national origin, the person is guilty of a Class 6 felony, and the penalty upon
conviction shall include aterm of confinement of at least six months.

C. In addition, if any person commits an assault or an assault and battery against another knowing or
having reason to know that such other person is ajudge, a magistrate, a law-enforcement officer as defined in
subsection H, a correctional officer as defined in § 53.1-1, a person directly involved in the care, treatment, or
supervision of inmates in the custody of the Department of Corrections or an employee of alocal or regional
correctional facility directly involved in the care, treatment, or supervision of inmates in the custody of the
facility, a person directly involved in the care, treatment, or supervision of personsin the custody of or under
the supervision of the Department of Juvenile Justice, an employee or other individual who provides control,
care, or treatment of sexually violent predators committed to the custody of the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmenta Services, afirefighter as defined in § 65.2-102, or a volunteer firefighter or any
emergency medical services personnel member who is employed by or is a volunteer of an emergency
medical services agency or as a member of a bona fide volunteer fire department or volunteer emergency
medical services agency, regardless of whether a resolution has been adopted by the governing body of a
political subdivision recognizing such firefighters or emergency medical services personnel as employees,
engaged in the performance of his public duties anywhere in the Commonwealth, such person is guilty of a
Class 6 felony, and, upon conviction, the sentence of such person shall include a mandatory minimum term of
confinement of six months.

Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to affect the right of any person charged with a violation of
this section from asserting and presenting evidence in support of any defenses to the charge that may be
available under common law.

D. In addition, if any person commits a battery against another knowing or having reason to know that
such other person is a full-time or part-time employee of any public or private elementary or secondary
school and is engaged in the performance of his duties as such, he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor and the
sentence of such person upon conviction shall include a sentence of 15 daysin jail, two days of which shall
be a mandatory minimum term of confinement. However, if the offense is committed by use of afirearm or
other weapon prohibited on school property pursuant to § 18.2-308.1, the person shall serve a mandatory
minimum sentence of confinement of six months.

E. In addition, any person who commits a battery against another knowing or having reason to know that
such individual is a health care provider as defined in § 8.01-581.1 who is engaged in the performance of his
duties in a hospital or in an emergency room on the premises of any clinic or other facility rendering
emergency medical careis guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The sentence of such person, upon conviction,
shall include aterm of confinement of 15 daysin jail, two days of which shall be a mandatory minimum term
of confinement.

F. In addition, any person who commits an assault or an assault and battery against another knowing or
having reason to know that such individual is an operator of a vehicle operated by a public transportation
service as defined in § 18.2-160.2 who is engaged in the performance of his duties is guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor. The sentence of such person, upon conviction, shall also prohibit such person from entering or
riding in any vehicle operated by the public transportation service that employed such operator for a period of
not less than six months as aterm and condition of such sentence.

G. In addition, any person who commits a battery against another knowing or having reason to know that
such individual is a sports officia for an entity sponsoring an interscholastic or intercollegiate sports event or
any person performing services as a sports official for a public entity or a private, nonprofit organization that
sponsors an amateur sports event who (i) is engaged in the performance of his duties or (ii) is on the premises
of such event prior to engaging in his duties or upon conclusion of his duties is guilty of a Class 1
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misdemeanor. The sentence of such person, upon conviction, may also prohibit such person from attending
any such sports event operated by the entity or organization that employed such sports officia for a period of
not less than six months as a term and condition of such sentence.

H. Asused in this section:

"Disability” means a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of a person's
magjor life activities.

"Hospital" means a public or private institution licensed pursuant to Chapter 5 (8 32.1-123 et seq.) of Title
32.1 or Article 2 (8 37.2-403 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 37.2.

"Judge" means any justice or judge of a court of record of the Commonwealth including a judge
designated under § 17.1-105, a judge under temporary recall under § 17.1-106, or ajudge pro tempore under
§17.1-109, any member of the State Corporation Commission, or of the Virginia Workers' Compensation
Commission, and any judge of adistrict court of the Commonwealth or any substitute judge of such district
court.

"Law-enforcement officer" means any full-time or part-time employee of a police department e, sheriff's
office, or fire marshal, as defined in § 27-34.2: 1 that is part of or administered by the Commonwealth or any
political subdivision thereof who is responsible for the prevention or detection of crime and the enforcement
of the penal, traffic or highway laws of the Commonwealth, any conservation officer of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation commissioned pursuant to 8 10.1-115, any special agent of the Virginia
Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority, conservation police officers appointed pursuant to § 29.1-200,
full-time sworn members of the enforcement division of the Department of Motor Vehicles appointed
pursuant to 8§ 46.2-217, and any employee with internal investigations authority designated by the
Department of Corrections pursuant to subdivision 11 of § 53.1-10, and such officer also includesjail officers
in local and regional correctional facilities, all deputy sheriffs, whether assigned to law-enforcement duties,
court services or local jail responsibilities, auxiliary police officers appointed or provided for pursuant to
88 15.2-1731 and 15.2-1733, auxiliary deputy sheriffs appointed pursuant to § 15.2-1603, police officers of
the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority pursuant to § 5.1-158, and fire marshals appointed pursuant
to § 27-30 when such fire marshals have police powers as set out in 88 27-34.2 and 27-34.2:1.

"School security officer" means the same as that term is defined in § 9.1-101.

"Sports official" includes an umpire, referee, judge, scorekeeper, timekeeper, or other person who is a
neutral participant in a sports event.

I. "Simple assault" or "assault and battery" shall not be construed to include the use of, by any school
security officer or full-time or part-time employee of any public or private elementary or secondary school
while acting in the course and scope of his official capacity, any of the following: (i) incidental, minor or
reasonable physical contact or other actions designed to maintain order and control; (ii) reasonable and
necessary force to quell a disturbance or remove a student from the scene of a disturbance that threatens
physical injury to persons or damage to property; (iii) reasonable and necessary force to prevent a student
from inflicting physical harm on himself; (iv) reasonable and necessary force for self-defense or the defense
of others; or (v) reasonable and necessary force to obtain possession of weapons or other dangerous objects or
controlled substances or associated paraphernaliathat are upon the person of the student or within his contral.

In determining whether a person was acting within the exceptions provided in this subsection, due
deference shall be given to reasonable judgments that were made by a school security officer or full-time or
part-time employee of any public or private elementary or secondary school at the time of the event.

1975, cc. 14, 15; 1994, c. 658; 1997, c. 833; 1999, cc. 771, 1036; 2000, cc. 288, 682; 2001, c. 129; 2002,
c. 817; 2004, cc. 420, 461; 2006, cc. 270, 709, 829; 2008, c. 460; 2009, c. 257; 2011, cc. 230, 233, 374;
2013, cc. 698, 707, 711, 748, 782; 2014, cc. 663, 714; 2015, cc. 38, 196, 730; 2016, c. 420; 2017, cc. 29, 56;
2019, c. 120; 2020, cc. 746, 1171; 2023, c. 549; 2024, cc. 266, 334; 2025, c. 361.

§ 18.2-60.3. Stalking; penalty.

A. Any person, except a law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101, fire marshal, as defined in
§ 27-34.2:1, and acting in the performance of his official duties, and a registered private investigator, as
defined in § 9.1-138, who is regulated in accordance with § 9.1-139 and acting in the course of his legitimate
business, who on more than one occasion engages in conduct, either in person or through any other means,
including by mail, telephone, or an electronically transmitted communication, directed at another person with
the intent to place, or when he knows or reasonably should know that the conduct places that other person in
reasonable fear of death, criminal sexual assault, or bodily injury to that other person or to that other person's
family or household member is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. If the person contacts or follows or attempts
to contact or follow the person at whom the conduct is directed after being given actual notice that the person
does not want to be contacted or followed, such actions shall be primafacie evidence that the person intended
to place that other person, or reasonably should have known that the other person was placed, in reasonable
fear of death, criminal sexual assault, or bodily injury to himself or afamily or household member.

B. Any person who is convicted of a second offense of subsection A occurring within five years of a prior
conviction of such an offense under this section or for a substantially similar offense under the law of any
other jurisdiction is guilty of aClass 6 felony.
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C. A person may be convicted under this section in any jurisdiction within the Commonwealth wherein
the conduct described in subsection A occurred, if the person engaged in that conduct on at least one occasion
in the jurisdiction where the person is tried or in the jurisdiction where the person at whom the conduct is
directed resided at the time of such conduct. Evidence of any such conduct that occurred outside the
Commonwealth may be admissible, if relevant, in any prosecution under this section.

D. Upon finding a person guilty under this section, the court shall, in addition to the sentence imposed,
issue an order prohibiting contact between the defendant and the victim or the victim's family or household
member.

E. The Department of Corrections, sheriff or regional jail director shall give notice prior to the release
from a state correctional facility or alocal or regional jail of any person incarcerated upon conviction of a
violation of this section, to any victim of the offense who, in writing, requests notice, or to any person
designated in writing by the victim. The notice shall be given at least 15 days prior to release of a person
sentenced to a term of incarceration of more than 30 days or, if the person was sentenced to a term of
incarceration of at least 48 hours but no more than 30 days, 24 hours prior to release. If the person escapes,
notice shall be given as soon as practicable following the escape. The victim shall keep the Department of
Corrections, sheriff or regional jail director informed of the current mailing address and telephone number of
the person named in the writing submitted to receive notice.

All information relating to any person who receives or may receive notice under this subsection shall
remain confidential and shall not be made available to the person convicted of violating this section.

For purposes of this subsection, "release" includes a release of the offender from a state correctional
facility or alocal or regional jail (i) upon completion of his term of incarceration or (ii) on probation or
parole.

No civil liability shall attach to the Department of Corrections nor to any sheriff or regional jail director or
their deputies or employees for afailure to comply with the requirements of this subsection.

F. For purposes of this section:

"Family or household member" has the same meaning as provided in § 16.1-228.

1992, c. 888; 1994, cc. 360, 521, 739; 1995, c. 824; 1996, cc. 540, 866; 1998, c. 570; 2001, c. 197; 2002,
c. 377; 2013, c. 759; 2016, cc. 545, 696, 745; 2022, c. 276.

§19.2-152.8. Emergency protective orders authorized.

A. Any judge of acircuit court, general district court, juvenile and domestic relations district court or
magistrate may issue awritten or oral ex parte emergency protective order pursuant to this section in order to
protect the health or safety of any person.

B. When alaw-enforcement officer or an alleged victim asserts under oath to a judge or magistrate that
such person is being or has been subjected to an act of violence, force, or threat and on that assertion or other
evidence the judge or magistrate finds that (i) there is probable danger of afurther such act being committed
by the respondent against the alleged victim or (ii) a petition or warrant for the arrest of the respondent has
been issued for any criminal offense resulting from the commission of an act of violence, force, or threat, the
judge or magistrate shall issue an ex parte emergency protective order imposing one or more of the following
conditions on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of violence, force, or threat or criminal offenses resulting in injury to person or
property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the alleged victim or the alleged victim's family or
household members, including prohibiting the respondent from being in the physical presence of the alleged
victim or the alleged victim's family or household members, as the judge or magistrate deems necessary to
protect the safety of such persons;

3. Such other conditions as the judge or magistrate deems necessary to prevent (i) acts of violence, force,
or threat, (ii) criminal offenses resulting in injury to person or property, or (iii) communication or other
contact of any kind by the respondent; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-6500 if such
petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

In addition, if the respondent is a juvenile, the court may, upon its own motion or upon the mation of the
attorney or guardian ad litem representing the respondent, enter an order requiring the local board of social
services to provide services to the child and family.

C. An emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the third
day following issuance. If the expiration occurs on a day that the court is not in session, the emergency
protective order shall be extended until 11:59 p.m. on the next day that the court which issued the order isin
session. The respondent may at any time file a motion with the court requesting a hearing to dissolve or
modify the order. The hearing on the motion shall be given precedence on the docket of the court.

D. A law-enforcement officer may request an emergency protective order pursuant to this section and, if
the person in need of protection is physically or mentally incapable of filing a petition pursuant to
§19.2-152.9 or 19.2-152.10, may request the extension of an emergency protective order for an additional
period of time not to exceed three days after expiration of the original order. The request for an emergency
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protective order or extension of an order may be made orally, in person or by electronic means, and the judge
of acircuit court, general district court, or juvenile and domestic relations district court or a magistrate may
issue an oral emergency protective order. An oral emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section
shall be reduced to writing, by the law-enforcement officer requesting the order or the magistrate, on a
preprinted form approved and provided by the Supreme Court of Virginia. The completed form shall include
a statement of the grounds for the order asserted by the officer or the alleged victim of such crime.

E. The court or magistrate shall forthwith, but in al cases no later than the end of the business day on
which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network
the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person
provided to the court or magistrate. A copy of an emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section
containing any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary |aw-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary
law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the
Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2
(852-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon the respondent and due return made
to the court. However, if the order isissued by the circuit court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith
forward an attested copy of the order containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date
of birth, sex, and race of each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency
providing service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement
agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by
the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained
by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (8 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith
upon the respondent. Upon service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and
other appropriate information required into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return
to the court. One copy of the order shall be given to the alleged victim of such crime. The judge or magistrate
who issues an oral order pursuant to an electronic request by a law-enforcement officer shall verify the
written order to determine whether the officer who reduced it to writing accurately transcribed the contents of
the oral order. The original copy shall be filed with the clerk of the appropriate district court within five
business days of the issuance of the order. If the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution
or modification order shall also be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency
responsible for service and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary
law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the
Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due
return made to the court. Upon request, the clerk shall provide the alleged victim of such crime with
information regarding the date and time of service.

F. The issuance of an emergency protective order shall not be considered evidence of any wrongdoing by
the respondent.

G. As used in this section, a "law-enforcement officer” means any (i) person who is a full-time or
part-time employee of a police department e, sheriff's office, or fire marshal, as defined in § 27-34.2: 1,
which is part of or administered by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is
responsible for the prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic or highway
laws of the Commonwealth and (ii) member of an auxiliary police force established pursuant to § 15.2-1731.
Part-time employees are compensated officers who are not full-time employees as defined by the employing
police department or sheriff's office.

H. Neither alaw-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk’s office,
nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential address, telephone
number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that of the family of such person,
except to the extent that disclosureis (i) required by law or the Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for
law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by the court for good cause.

I. Asused in this section:

"Copy" includes afacsimile copy.

"Physical presence" includes (i) intentionally maintaining direct visual contact with the petitioner or (ii)
unreasonably being within 100 feet from the petitioner's residence or place of employment.

J. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition pursuant to this section.

K. No emergency protective order shall be issued pursuant to this section against a law-enforcement
officer for any action arising out of the lawful performance of his duties.

L. Upon issuance of an emergency protective order, the clerk of the court shall make available to the
petitioner information that is published by the Department of Criminal Justice Services for victims of
domestic violence or for petitionersin protective order cases.

1997, c. 831; 1998, cc. 569, 684; 1999, c. 371; 2001, c. 474; 2002, cc. 507, 706, 810, 818; 2003, c. 730;
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2008, cc. 73, 246; 2009, cc. 341, 732; 2011, cc. 445, 480; 2012, cc. 146, 637, 827; 2014, c. 346; 2016, c.
455; 2018, c. 652; 2025, c. 26.

§ 19.2-249. Offenses committed on boundary of two counties, two cities, or county and city, etc.;
wher e prosecuted.

An offense committed on the boundary of two counties, or on the boundary of two cities, or on the
boundary of a county and city, or within 300 yards thereof, may be alleged to have been committed, and may
be prosecuted and punished, in either county, in either city, or the county or city, and any sheriff, deputy
sheriff, fire marshal, as defined in § 27-34.2:1, or other police officer shall have jurisdiction to make arrests
and preserve the peace for a like distance on either side of the boundary line between such counties, such
cities, or such county and city.

Code 1950, § 19.1-222; 1960, c. 366; 1975, c. 495; 1978, c. 354; 2003, c. 116.

§19.2-56.2. Application for and issuance of search warrant for a tracking device; installation and
use.

A. Asused in this section, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Judicia officer" means ajudge, magistrate, or other person authorized to issue criminal warrants.

"Law-enforcement officer" shall have the same meaning asin § 9.1-101, and fire marshal, as defined in
§27-34.2:1.

"Tracking device' means an electronic or mechanical device that permits a person to remotely determine
or track the position or movement of a person or object. "Tracking device" includes devices that store
geographic data for subsequent access or analysis and devices that allow for the real-time monitoring of
movement.

"Use of atracking device" includes the installation, maintenance, and monitoring of a tracking device but
does not include the interception of wire, electronic, or oral communications or the capture, collection,
monitoring, or viewing of images.

B. A law-enforcement officer may apply for a search warrant from ajudicia officer to permit the use of a
tracking device. Each application for a search warrant authorizing the use of atracking device shall be made
in writing, upon oath or affirmation, to ajudicial officer for the circuit in which the tracking device is to be
installed, or where there is probable cause to believe the offense for which the tracking device is sought has
been committed, is being committed, or will be committed.

The law-enforcement officer shall submit an affidavit, which may be filed by electronically transmitted (i)
facsimile process or (ii) electronic record as defined in § 59.1-480, and shall include:

1. The identity of the applicant and the identity of the law-enforcement agency conducting the
investigation;

2. The identity of the vehicle, container, item, or object to which, in which, or on which the tracking
device is to be attached, placed, or otherwise installed; the name of the owner or possessor of the vehicle,
container, item, or object described, if known; and the jurisdictional area in which the vehicle, container,
item, or object described is expected to be found, if known;

3. Material facts constituting the probable cause for the issuance of the search warrant and alleging
substantially the offense in relation to which such tracking device is to be used and a showing that probable
cause exists that the information likely to be obtained will be evidence of the commission of such offense;
and

4. The name of the county or city where there is probable cause to believe the offense for which the
tracking device is sought has been committed, is being committed, or will be committed.

C. 1. If thejudicial officer finds, based on the affidavit submitted, that there is probable cause to believe
that a crime has been committed, is being committed, or will be committed and that there is probable cause to
believe the information likely to be obtained from the use of the tracking device will be evidence of the
commission of such offense, the judicial officer shall issue a search warrant authorizing the use of the
tracking device. The search warrant shall authorize the use of the tracking device from within the
Commonwealth to track a person or property for a reasonable period of time, not to exceed 30 days from the
issuance of the search warrant. The search warrant shall authorize the collection of the tracking data
contained in or obtained from the tracking device but shall not authorize the interception of wire, electronic,
or oral communications or the capture, collection, monitoring, or viewing of images.

2. The affidavit shall be certified by the judicial officer who issues the search warrant and shall be
delivered to and preserved as a record by the clerk of the circuit court of the county or city where there is
probable cause to believe the offense for which the tracking device has been sought has been committed, is
being committed, or will be committed. The affidavit shall be delivered by the judicial officer or his designee
or agent in person; mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested; or delivered by electronically
transmitted facsimile process or by use of filing and security procedures as defined in the Uniform Electronic
Transactions Act (8 59.1-479 et seq.) for transmitting signed documents.

3. By operation of law, the affidavit, search warrant, return, and any other related materials or pleadings
shall be sealed. Upon motion of the Commonwealth or the owner or possessor of the vehicle, container, item,
or object that was tracked, the circuit court may unseal such documents if it appears that the unsealing is
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consistent with the ends of justice or is necessary to reasonably inform such person of the nature of the
evidence to be presented against him or to adequately prepare for his defense.

4. The circuit court may, for good cause shown, grant one or more extensions, not to exceed 30 days each.

D. 1. The search warrant shall command the law-enforcement officer to complete the installation
authorized by the search warrant within 15 days after issuance of the search warrant.

2. The law-enforcement officer executing the search warrant shall enter on it the exact date and time the
device was installed and the period during which it was used.

3. Law-enforcement officers shall be permitted to monitor the tracking device during the period
authorized in the search warrant, unless the period is extended as provided for in this section.

4. Law-enforcement officers shall remove the tracking device as soon as practical, but not later than 10
days after the use of the tracking device has ended. Upon request, and for good cause shown, the circuit court
may grant one or more extensions for such removal for a period not to exceed 10 days each.

5. In the event that law-enforcement officers are unable to remove the tracking device as required by
subdivision 4, the law-enforcement officers shall disable the device, if possible, and all use of the tracking
device shall cease.

6. Within 10 days after the use of the tracking device has ended, the executed search warrant shall be
returned to the circuit court of the county or city where there is probable cause to believe the offense for
which the tracking device has been sought has been committed, is being committed, or will be committed, as
designated in the search warrant, where it shall be preserved as arecord by the clerk of the circuit court.

E. Within 10 days after the use of the tracking device has ended, a copy of the executed search warrant
shall be served on the person who was tracked and the person whose property was tracked. Service may be
accomplished by delivering a copy to the person who, or whose property, was tracked or by leaving a copy
with any individual found at the person's usual place of abode who is a member of the person's family, other
than atemporary sojourner or guest, and who is 16 years of age or older and by mailing a copy to the person's
last known address. Upon request, and for good cause shown, the circuit court may grant one or more
extensions for such service for a period not to exceed 30 days each. Good cause shall include, but not be
limited to, a continuing criminal investigation, the potential for intimidation, the endangerment of an
individual, or the preservation of evidence.

F. The disclosure or publication, without authorization of a circuit court, by a court officer, law-
enforcement officer, or other person responsible for the administration of this section of the existence of a
search warrant issued pursuant to this section, application for such search warrant, any affidavit filed in
support of such warrant, or any return or data obtained as a result of such search warrant that is sealed by
operation of law is punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.

2012, cc. 636, 679; 2018, cc. 84, 215.

§19.2-59.1. Strip searches prohibited; exceptions; how strip sear ches conducted.

A. No person in custodial arrest for atraffic infraction, Class 3 or Class 4 misdemeanor, or aviolation of a
city, county, or town ordinance, which is punishable by no more than 30 days in jail shall be strip searched
unless there is reasonabl e cause to believe on the part of alaw-enforcement officer authorizing the search that
the individual is concealing a weapon. All strip searches conducted under this section shall be performed by
persons of the same sex as the person arrested and on premises where the search cannot be observed by
persons not physically conducting the search.

B. A regional jail superintendent or the chief of police or the sheriff of the county or city shall develop a
written policy regarding strip searches.

C. A search of any body cavity must be performed under sanitary conditions and a search of any body
cavity, other than the mouth, shall be conducted either by or under the supervision of medically trained
personnel.

D. Strip searches authorized pursuant to the exceptions stated in subsection A shall be conducted by a
|aw-enforcement officer as defined in § 9.1-101, and fire marshal, as defined in 8 27-34.2: 1.

E. The provisions of this section shall not apply when the person is taken into custody by or remanded to a
law-enforcement officer pursuant to a circuit or district court order.

F. For purposes of this section, "strip search” means having an arrested person remove or arrange some or
all of his clothing so as to permit a visual inspection of the genitals, buttocks, anus, female breasts, or
undergarments of such person.

G. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a sheriff or a regional jail superintendent from requiring that
inmates take hot water and soap showers and be subjected to visual inspection upon assignment to the general
population area of the jail or upon determination by the sheriff or regional jail superintendent that the inmate
must be held at the jail by reason of hisinability to post bond after reasonable opportunity to do so.

H. Except for children committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice or confined or detained in a secure
local facility for juveniles or ajail or other facility for the detention of adults and except as provided in
subsection E, no child under the age of 18 shall be strip searched or subjected to a search of any body cavity
by a law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101, or ajail officer unless the child isin custodial arrest
and there is reasonabl e cause to believe on the part of alaw-enforcement officer or jail officer authorizing the
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search that the child is concealing a weapon.

1981, c. 608; 1995, c. 112; 2020, c. 1236.

§19.2-81. Arrest without warrant authorized in certain cases.

A. Thefollowing officers shall have the powers of arrest as provided in this section:

1. Members of the State Police force of the Commonwealth;

2. Sheriffs of the various counties and cities, and their deputies;

3. Members of any county police force or any duly constituted police force of any city or town of the
Commonwedlth;

4. The Commissioner, members and employees of the Marine Resources Commission granted the power
of arrest pursuant to § 28.2-900;

5. Regular conservation police officers appointed pursuant to § 29.1-200;

6. United States Coast Guard and United States Coast Guard Reserve commissioned, warrant, and petty
officers authorized under § 29.1-205 to make arrests;

7. Conservation officers appointed pursuant to § 10.1-115;

8. Full-time sworn members of the enforcement division of the Department of Motor V ehicles appointed
pursuant to § 46.2-217;

9. Specia agents of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority;

10. Campus police officers appointed under Article 3 (8 23.1-809 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1; and

11. Members of the Division of Capitol Police.

12. Fire Marshal, as defined in § 27-34.2: 1.

B. Such officers may arrest without a warrant any person who commits any crime in the presence of the
officer and any person whom he has reasonable grounds or probable cause to suspect of having committed a
felony not in his presence.

Such officers may arrest without a warrant any person whom the officer has probable cause to suspect of
operating any watercraft or motorboat while (i) intoxicated in violation of subsection B of § 29.1-738 or a
substantially similar ordinance of any county, city, or town in the Commonwealth or (ii) in violation of an
order issued pursuant to § 29.1-738.4 and may thereafter transfer custody of the person arrested to another
officer, who may obtain awarrant based upon statements made to him by the arresting officer.

C. Any such officer may, at the scene of any accident involving a motor vehicle, watercraft as defined in
§ 29.1-733.2 or motorboat, or at any hospital or medical facility to which any person involved in such
accident has been transported, or in the apprehension of any person charged with the theft of any motor
vehicle, on any of the highways or waters of the Commonwealth, upon reasonable grounds to believe, based
upon personal investigation, including information obtained from eyewitnesses, that a crime has been
committed by any person then and there present, apprehend such person without a warrant of arrest. For
purposes of this section, "the scene of any accident” shall include a reasonable location where a vehicle or
person involved in an accident has been moved at the direction of alaw-enforcement officer to facilitate the
clearing of the highway or to ensure the safety of the motoring public.

D. Such officers may, within three hours of the alleged offense, arrest without a warrant at any location
any person whom the officer has probable cause to suspect of driving or operating a motor vehicle, watercraft
or motorboat while intoxicated in violation of § 18.2-266, 18.2-266.1, 46.2-341.24, or subsection B of
§ 29.1-738; or a substantially similar ordinance of any county, city, or town in the Commonwealth, whether
or not the offense was committed in such officer's presence. Such officers may, within three hours of the
alleged offense, arrest without a warrant at any location any person whom the officer has probable cause to
suspect of operating a watercraft or motorboat in violation of an order issued pursuant to § 29.1-738.4,
whether or not the offense was committed in such officer's presence.

E. Such officers may arrest, without a warrant or a capias, persons duly charged with a crime in another
jurisdiction upon receipt of a photocopy of a warrant or a capias, telegram, computer printout, facsimile
printout, a radio, telephone or teletype message, in which photocopy of a warrant, telegram, computer
printout, facsimile printout, radio, telephone or teletype message shall be given the name or a reasonably
accurate description of such person wanted and the crime alleged.

F. Such officers may arrest, without a warrant or a capias, for an alleged misdemeanor not committed in
his presence when the officer receives aradio message from his department or other law-enforcement agency
within the Commonwealth that a warrant or capias for such offenseis on file.

G. Such officers may also arrest without a warrant for an alleged misdemeanor not committed in their
presence involving (i) shoplifting in violation of § 18.2-96 or 18.2-103 or a similar local ordinance, (ii)
carrying a weapon on school property in violation of § 18.2-308.1, (iii) assault and battery, (iv) brandishing a
firearm in violation of § 18.2-282, or (v) destruction of property in violation of § 18.2-137, when such
property islocated on premises used for business or commercia purposes, or asimilar local ordinance, when
any such arrest is based on probable cause upon reasonable complaint of the person who observed the alleged
offense. The arresting officer may issue a summons to any person arrested under this section for a
misdemeanor violation involving shoplifting.

Code 1950, § 19.1-100; 1960, c. 366; 1974, c. 241; 1975, c. 495; 1976, cc. 515, 570; 1977, c. 97; 1979, c.
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268; 1982, c. 272; 1983, c. 206; 1984, c. 534; 1985, c. 507; 1988, cc. 353, 744, 752, 853; 1989, c. 726; 1990,
cc. 635, 744, 784; 1995, c. 465; 1996, cc. 866, 929, 1015; 1998, c. 684; 2004, c. 949; 2005, cc. 88, 435;
2008, cc. 460, 737; 2010, c. 840; 2011, cc. 510, 643; 2012, c. 776; 2013, c. 787; 2014, c. 543; 2015, cc. 38,
730; 2017, c. 208.

§19.2-81.3. Arrest without a warrant authorized in cases of assault and battery against a family or
household member and stalking and for violations of protective orders; procedure, etc.

A. Any law-enforcement officer with the powers of arrest may arrest without a warrant for an alleged
violation of § 18.2-57.2, 18.2-60.4, or 16.1-253.2 regardless of whether such violation was committed in his
presence, if such arrest is based on probable cause or upon personal observations or the reasonable complaint
of a person who observed the aleged offense or upon personal investigation.

B. A law-enforcement officer having probable cause to believe that a violation of 8§ 18.2-57.2 or
16.1-253.2 has occurred shall arrest and take into custody the person he has probable cause to believe, based
on the totality of the circumstances, was the predominant physical aggressor unless there are special
circumstances which would dictate a course of action other than an arrest. The standards for determining who
is the predominant physical aggressor shall be based on the following considerations: (i) who was the first
aggressor, (ii) the protection of the health and safety of family and household members, (iii) prior complaints
of family abuse by the allegedly abusing person involving the family or household members, (iv) the relative
severity of theinjuriesinflicted on personsinvolved in the incident, (v) whether any injuries wereinflicted in
self-defense, (vi) witness statements, and (vii) other observations.

C. A law-enforcement officer having probable cause to believe that a violation of § 18.2-60.4 has
occurred that involves physical aggression shall arrest and take into custody the person he has probable cause
to believe, based on the totality of the circumstances, was the predominant physical aggressor unless there are
special circumstances which would dictate a course of action other than an arrest. The standards for
determining who is the predominant physical aggressor shall be based on the following considerations: (i)
who was the first aggressor, (ii) the protection of the health and safety of the person to whom the protective
order was issued and the person's family and household members, (iii) prior acts of violence, force, or threat,
asdefined in § 19.2-152.7:1, by the person against whom the protective order was issued against the person
protected by the order or the protected person's family or household members, (iv) the relative severity of the
injuries inflicted on persons involved in the incident, (v) whether any injuries were inflicted in self-defense,
(vi) witness statements, and (vii) other observations.

D. Regardless of whether an arrest is made, the officer shall file a written report with his department,
which shall state whether any arrests were made, and if so, the number of arrests, specifically including any
incident in which he has probable cause to believe family abuse has occurred, and, where required, including
a complete statement in writing that there are special circumstances that would dictate a course of action
other than an arrest. The officer shall provide the alegedly abused person or the person protected by an order
issued pursuant to § 19.2-152.8, 19.2-152.9, or 19.2-152.10, both orally and in writing, information regarding
the legal and community resources available to the allegedly abused person or person protected by the order.
Upon request of the allegedly abused person or person protected by the order, the department shall make a
summary of the report available to the allegedly abused person or person protected by the order.

E. In every case in which alaw-enforcement officer makes an arrest under this section for a violation of
§ 18.2-57.2, he shall petition for an emergency protective order as authorized in § 16.1-253.4 when the
person arrested and taken into custody is brought before the magistrate, except if the person arrested is a
minor, a petition for an emergency protective order shall not be required. Regardless of whether an arrest is
made, if the officer has probable cause to believe that a danger of acts of family abuse exists, the
law-enforcement officer shall seek an emergency protective order under 8 16.1-253.4, except if the suspected
abuser isaminor, apetition for an emergency protective order shall not be required.

F. A law-enforcement officer investigating any complaint of family abuse, including but not limited to
assault and battery against a family or household member shall, upon request, transport, or arrange for the
transportation of an abused person to a hospital or safe shelter, or to appear before a magistrate. Any local
law-enforcement agency may adopt a policy requiring an officer to transport or arrange for transportation of
an abused person as provided in this subsection.

G. The definition of "family or household member" in § 16.1-228 applies to this section.

H. Asused in this section:

"Law-enforcement officer" means (i) any full-time or part-time employee of a police department e,
sheriff's office, or fire marshal, as defined in 8 27-34.2:1, which is part of or administered by the
Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof, and any campus police officer appointed under Article 3
(8 23.1-809 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1, and who is responsible for the prevention and detection of
crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic or highway laws of this Commonwealth; (ii) any member of
an auxiliary police force established pursuant to § 15.2-1731; and (iii) any special conservator of the peace
who meets the certification requirements for alaw-enforcement officer as set forth in § 15.2-1706. Part-time
employees are compensated officers who are not full-time employees as defined by the employing police
department or sheriff's office.
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"Special circumstances' may include the existence of an emergency custody order pursuant to § 37.2-808,
a temporary detention order pursuant to § 37.2-809, or an involuntary admission order pursuant to
§37.2-817.

1991, c. 715; 1992, c. 886; 1995, cc. 413, 433; 1996, c. 866; 1997, c. 603; 1998, c. 569; 1999, cc. 697,
721, 807; 2002, cc. 810, 818; 2004, c. 1016; 2008, cc. 551, 691; 2011, cc. 445, 480; 2012, cc. 776, 827,
2014, cc. 779, 797; 2025, cc. 619, 639.

§ 65.2-102. Coverage of firefighters and law-enfor cement officersin off-duty capacity.

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a claim for workers' compensation benefits shall be
deemed to be in the course of employment of any firefighter or law-enforcement officer who, in an off-duty
capacity or outside an assigned shift or work location, undertakes any law-enforcement or rescue activity.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit an employer from using any defense otherwise available under thistitle.

B. For purposes of this section:

"Firefighter” means all (i) salaried firefighters, including special forest wardens designated pursuant to
§810.1-1135, emergency medical services personnel, and arson investigators and (ii) volunteer firefighters
and emergency medical services personnel, if the governing body of the political subdivision in which the
principal office of such volunteer fire company or volunteer emergency medical services agency is located
has adopted a resolution acknowledging such volunteer fire company or volunteer emergency medical
services agency as employees for purposes of thistitle.

"Law-enforcement officer" means all (i) members of county, city, town, or authority police departments,
(ii) sheriffs and deputy sheriffs, (iii) auxiliary or reserve police and auxiliary or reserve deputy sheriffs, if the
governing body of the political subdivision in which the principal office of such auxiliary or reserve police
and auxiliary or reserve deputy sheriff force islocated has adopted a resolution acknowledging such auxiliary
or reserve police and auxiliary or reserve deputy sheriffs as employees for purposes of thistitle, (iv) members
of the State Police Officers Retirement System, and (v) members of the Capitol Police as described in
8 30-34.2:1, (vi) firemarshal, as defined in § 27-34.2: 1.

1993, c. 719; 2001, c. 330; 2008, c. 109; 2015, cc. 502, 503.
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