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HOUSE BILL NO. 1291
Offered January 14, 2026

A BILL to amend and reenact § 54.1-2208.1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to professions and occupations; 
regulation of geologists; exemptions.

—————
Patron—Wiley

—————
Committee Referral Pending

—————
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That § 54.1-2208.1 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
§ 54.1-2208.1. Purpose; exemptions.
A. The licensing of professional geologists as set forth in this article shall serve any or all of the following 

purposes:
1. The maintenance of educational, experiential, and ethical standards in the practice of geology;
2. The maintenance of standards of objectivity, truthfulness, and reliability in the practice of geology;
3. The restriction of the professional geologist from association with any person engaging in illegal or 

dishonest activities in the practice of geology; and
4. The limitation of the practice of geology and any offer of the practice of geology to those persons 

licensed pursuant to this article.
B. This article shall not be construed to prevent or affect:
1. The practice of any profession or trade for which licensing, certification, or registration is required 

under any other Virginia law, including the practice of licensed professional engineers lawfully practicing 
engineering in its various specialized branches;

2. The work of any archeologist, chemist, geographer, or oceanographer who is in responsible charge of 
geological work or the drawing of geological conclusions and recommendations, provided such work does 
not include the design and execution of geological investigations;

3. The practice of geology by any person under the direct supervision and control of a professional 
geologist licensed pursuant to this article, provided such practice does not include being in responsible charge 
of final geological reports or decisions; or

4. The practice of geology by any person certified as a professional geologist before July 1, 2025; or
5. The practice of geology by any officer, employee, agent, or contractor of the United States of America 

when practicing solely as such.
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