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2026 SESSION

INTRODUCED

26101720D
HOUSE BILL NO. 645
Offered January 14, 2026
Prefiled January 13, 2026
A BILL to amend and reenact § 28.2-234 of the Code of Virginia and to repeal § 28.2-235 of the Code of
Virginia, relating to Marine Resources Commission; license tags and identification numbers; marking of
commercial fishing boats, nets, and other devices.

Patron—Kent
Committee Referral Pending

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That § 28.2-234 of the Code of Virginiais amended and reenacted as follows:

§28.2-234. Licensetags and identification numbersto be fastened; penalty.

A. License tags or identification numbers shall be attached and displayed in the feHewing a manner
prescribed by the Commission:

I Lieense tags for fixed fishery devices; iaeluding peund nets; firke nets; erab traps; and staked gil rets;
shall be fastened to one of the effshore stakes:

2 Lieense tags for anchored gt rets and drift gil nets shall be fastened to a Hlagstaff of a buey that is
visible frem the surface:

3 License tags for vessels using hadl setnes; purse nets; trawl Rets; erab pets; trethnes; and erab scrapes
shal be fastened at a eonspiedeus place on the starbeard side or the mast of the vessel

4. Lieense tags issded for busiesses purchasthg seafoed shalt be affixed i a eenspiededs place on the
busiess establishment; beat o meter vehicle:

5: {dentification numbers when issded for particular deviees shalk be applied by the Heense heolder and
shal be in place at al times when the gear s

B. Any such licensee who fails to properly attach or di splay such alicense tag or identification number is
guilty of aClass 1 misdemeanor.
2. That § 28.2-235 of the Code of Virginiaisrepealed.
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