1/8/26 16:16

O~NO O WN P

2026 SESSION

INTRODUCED

26103423D
HOUSE BILL NO. 231
Offered January 14, 2026
Prefiled January 8, 2026
A BILL to amend and reenact 88 30-329.1 and 30-329.2 of the Code of Virginia, to amend the Code of
Virginia by adding in Chapter 50.1 of Title 30 a section numbered 30-329.5, and to repeal § 30-329.4 of
the Code of Virginia, relating to Autism Advisory Council; name change; membership; staffing; powers
and duties.

Patron—Cohen
Committee Referral Pending

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That 88 30-329.1 and 30-329.2 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted and that the Code
of Virginiaisamended by adding in Chapter 50.1 of Title 30 a section numbered 30-329.5 asfollows:
CHAPTER 50.1.
AUTISM ABVHSORY COUNGH- COMMISS ON.

8§ 30-329.1. (Expires July 1, 2027) Autism Commission; purpose; membership; terms;
compensation; quorum; staffing.

A. The Autism Advisery Cednet {the Geunely Commission (the Commission) is established as an
advisery eeune in the legislative branch of state government. The purpose of the Commission is to promote
coordination of services and resources among agencies involved in the delivery of servicesto Virginians with
autism spectrum disorders, to improve the quality and access to such services and resources, to address gaps
in services and resour ces needed, and to increase public awareness of such services and resources.

B. The Gedrelt Commission shall have a total membership of 25 12 members that shall eensist of six
include nine legislative members; 42 and three nonlegislative citizen members; and seven ex officio
wmembers. Members shall be appointed as follows: twe members of the Senate to be appeinted by the Senate
Cemmittee on Rules: four five members of the House of Delegates; to be appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Delegates in accordance with the principles of proportional representation contained in the Rules of
the House of Delegates; and 42, four members of the Senate to be appointed by the Senate Committee on
Rules, two nonlegislative citizen members; ef whem {1 two shaH be representatives ef adtism advecacy
erganizations; {H) two shall be parents of ehitdren with agtism; (HH two shalt be persens with an agtism
speetrum disorder; {iv) ene shalt be a elinician in the agtism field; (v} ene shaH be a Heensed behavior
analyst; (vi) ene shaH be a private day schoel director; (i) ene shalt be a public school special education
director; and (v twoe shal be representatives from adtism pregrams at an Hastitution of higher edueation; to
be appeinted by the Geverner: Fhe Commissioner of Behaviora Heath and Developmental Serviees; the
Commissioner for Aging and RehabHitative Serviees; the Commissioner of Health; the Commissioner of
Secial Services; the Superintendent of Publie Hstruction; the Executive Director of the Virginia Board for
People with Disabitities; and the Director of the Departiment of Medical Assistanece Services; or thelr

- shaH serve ex officto with veting privieges to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Del egates and one nonlegislative citizen member to be appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules. In
making such appointments, the Speaker of the House of Delegates shall select one individual with an autism
spectrum disorder and one clinician in the field of autism and the Senate Committee on Rules shall select a
representative of an autism advocacy organization. Nonlegislative citizen members of the Ceuneit
Commission shall be citizens of the Commonwealth. Unless otherwise approved in writing by the ehairman
chair of the Geunelt Commission and the respective Clerk, nonlegislative citizen members shall only be
reimbursed for travel originating and ending within the Commonwealth for the purpose of attending
meetings.

C. Legislative and ex officite members shall serve terms coincident with their terms of office. All
appointments of nonlegidative citizen members shall be for four-year terms. Appointments to fill vacancies,
other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. All members may be reappointed;
however, no nonlegislative citizen member shall serve more than two consecutive four-year terms. The
remainder of any term to which a member is appointed to fill a vacancy shall not constitute a term in
determining the member's term limit. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointments.

Legislative members of the GeureH Commission shall receive such compensation as provided in
§ 30-19.12 and nonlegislative citizen members shall receive such compensation as provided in § 2.2-2813 for
their services. All members shall be reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties as provided in 88 2.2-2813 and 2.2-2825. However, all such compensation and
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expense payments shall be paid from existing appropriations to the Geunett Commission or, if unfunded, shall
be approved by the Joint Rules Committee.

D. The €euneit Commission shall elect a ehairman chair and viee-ehairman vice-chair annually, who
shall be members of the General Assembly. A majority of the members of the Geured Commission shall
constitute a quorum. The Geunett Commission shall meet no less than five times a year, upon the call of the
ehairman chair or amajority of the members.

E. Administrative staff suppert shall be previded by the Office of the Clerk of the Senate or the Clerk of
the House of Delegates; as may be appropriate for the heuse iR whieh the ehalrman serves: The Bivisien of
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Geunet The Commission shall appoint and employ and, at its pleasure, remove an executive director and
such other persons as it deems necessary to assist it in carrying out its duties as set forth in this chapter. The
Commission shall determine the duties of the executive director and other staff and fix their salaries or
compensation within the amounts appropriated in the general appropriation act. If funds are not
appropriated for staffing, the Joint Rules Committee shall deter mine the staffing support for the Commission.

F. No recommendation of the Gewnel Commission shall be adopted if a mgjority of the legislative
members appointed to the Seuret Commission (i) vote against the recommendation and (ii) vote for the
recommendation to fail notwithstanding the majority vote of the Geurelt Commission.

§ 30-329.2. (Expires July 1, 2027) Power s and duties of the Commission; report.

A. The Geunett Commission shall have the pewer and duty te following powers and duties:

1. Facilitate the coordination of services and resources among agencies involved in the delivery of
services to Virginians with autism spectrum disorders,

2. Meniter the implementation of actien plans developed by ageneies i respense to the repert of the Joint
W%MMG@W%W@MW%WW

Disorders House Boedment No- 8
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respense to the repert of the Joint Legishative Audit and Review Commission entithed “Assessment of
Serviees for Mirgintans with Autism Speetram Diserders;” House Deeurment No: 8 {(2009) and address other

4. Examine the delivery of services and resources to individuals with autism spectrum disorders in other
states and exchange information on issues of mutual concern;

3. Recommend policies, legislation, and funding needed to improve the quality and availability of existing
services and resources; and

4. Determine services, resources, and policies that may further address the needs of individuals with
autism spectrum disorders.

B. By December 1 of each year, the Geured Commission shall submit to the Governor and the General
Assembly and to the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for publication as a House or Senate
document an annual report containing progress updates and recommended rext steps to be taken by agenetes
A the fellowing year policies, legislation, and funding supports so identified.

§ 30-329.5. Cooperation of other state agencies.

The Commission may request records, including data and information, that it may require for the
performance of its duties, and every department, division, board, bureau, commission, authority, or other
agency created by the Commonwealth or to which the Commonwealth is a party or any political subdivision
of the Commonwealth shall provide such records, including data and information, to the fullest extent
possible and except as prohibited by law. The Commission shall receive cooperation and assistance in the
performance of its duties from every department, division, board, bureau, commission, authority, or other
agency created by the Commonwealth or to which the Commonwealth is a party or from any political
subdivision of the Commonweal th upon request.

Upon request and availability, the Commission shall receive access to the facilities of and ample
opportunity to observe the operations of every department, division, board, bureau, commission, authority, or
other agency created by the Commonwealth or to which the Commonwealth is a party or of any political
subdivision of the Commonwealth.

2. That § 30-329.4 of the Code of Virginiaisrepealed.

3. That the terms of office of any nonlegislative citizen member serving on the Autism Advisory
Council as of June 30, 2026, shall expire on the effective date of this act, but such persons shall be
eligible in accordance with § 30-329.1 of the Code of Virginia, asamended by this act, to be appointed
to the Autism Commission and serve two consecutive four-year terms notwithstanding any prior
service on the Autism Advisory Council.
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