VIRGINIA ACTSOF ASSEMBLY - 2025 SESSION

CHAPTER 115

An Act to amend and reenact 88 32.1-274 and 54.1-2810 of the Code of Virginia, relating to funeral
directors; requirement to report certain statistics removed.

[H 1571]
Approved March 19, 2025

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 32.1-274 and 54.1-2810 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 32.1-274. Personsin charge of institutions and funeral directors, etc., to keep records; lists sent to
State Registrar.

A. Every person in charge of an institution shall keep arecord of personal data concerning each person
admitted or confined to such institution. This record shall include such information as required for the
certificates of birth, death, and reports of spontaneous fetal death and induced termination of pregnancy
required by this chapter. The record shall be made at the time of admission from information provided by the
person being admitted or confined, but when it cannot be so obtained, the information shall be obtained from
relatives or other persons acquainted with the facts. The name and address of the person providing the
information shall be a part of the record.

B. When a dead human body is released or disposed of by an institution, the person in charge of the
institution shall keep a record showing the name of the deceased, date of death, the name and address of the
person to whom the body is released and the date of removal from the institution, or, if final disposal is by the
ingtitution, the date, place, and manner of disposition.

C. A funeral director, emba mer, or other person who removes from the place of death or transports or is
in charge of final disposition of a dead body or fetus, in addition to filing any certificate, report or form
required by this chapter, shall keep arecord which shall identify the body, and such information pertaining to
his receipt, removal, and delivery of such body as may be prescribed in regulations adopted by the Board.

D. Not later than the tenth day of the month following the month of occurrence, the administrator of each
institution shall cause to be sent to the State Registrar a list showing thereon all births, deaths, and fetal
deaths occurring in such institution during the preceding month. Such lists shall be on forms provided by the
State Registrar.

E. Net later than the tenth day of the menth follewing the month of eceurrence; eaeh funeral directer shalt
send to the State Registrar a Hst shewing thereon al caskets furnrished; bedies prepared for dispesitien and
transpertation and funerals performed where no easket was furnished by the funerd director during the
preceding month: Sueh Hsts snalt be on ferms provided by the State

+ Records maintained under this section shall be retained for a period of not less than ten years and shall
be made available for inspection by the State Registrar or his representative upon demand.

§54.1-2810. Licensure of funeral establishments.

No person shall conduct, maintain, manage or operate a funeral establishment unless a license for each
such establishment has been issued by the Board. No license to operate a funeral establishment shall be
issued by the Board unless each such funeral establishment has in charge, full time, a person licensed for the
practice of funeral service or alicensed funeral director. Applications for funeral establishment licenses shall
be made on forms furnished by the Board and filed by the owner or the registered agent of the corporation
with the Board.

Each funeral establishment license shall expire annually at a time prescribed by Board regulation. A
license may be renewed within 30 days of its expiration. Upon expiration of the license, the Board shall
notify each licensee of the provisions of this section. Renewal of a license after the expiration of the 30-day
period shall be in the discretion of the Board.

Violations of any provisions of this chapter or any Board regulations by any person, or an officer, agent or
employee with the knowledge or consent of any person operating a funeral establishment shall be considered
sufficient cause for suspension or revocation of the funeral establishment license.

An operator of afuneral establishment shall not allow any person licensed for the practice of funeral
service to operate out of his funeral establishment unless the licensee is the operator or an employee of the
operator of alicensed funeral establishment.

If the manager of the funeral service establishment is unable, for any reason, to exercise adequate
supervision, direction, management, and control of the funeral establishment, the owner shall designate any
funeral service licensee to serve as atemporary manager and notify the Board in writing within 14 days. If
such inability of the manager exceeds 90 days or is expected to exceed 90 days, a new manager shall be
designated and registered with the Board. At the conclusion of the 90-day period for designation of a new
manager, afuneral service establishment which has failed to designate a new manager shall not operate as a
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funeral service establishment.

When licensing funeral establishments, the Board may grant a hardship waiver from the requirement for a
full-time manager licensed for the practice of funeral service or licensed as a funeral director, allowing the
operation of two funeral establishments having in charge one full-time person licensed for the practice of
funeral service or one licensed funeral director who divides his time between the two funeral establishments.
Prior to granting a hardship waiver, the Board shall find that (i) the two establishments have been in operation
for at least three years; (ii) the combined average number of funeral calls at the two establishments; as
submitted ir menthly reperts to the Bivision of Vital Records and Health Statisties of the Virgiria

ef Health; over the previous three years is no more than 135 per year; and (iii) the distance
between the two establishmentsis 50 miles or less.

Prior to granting a renewal of a license granted under a hardship waiver, the Board shall determine
whether the requirements for license renewal under such waiver continue to exist.



