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2025 SESSION

ENROLLED

VIRGINIA ACTSOF ASSEMBLY — CHAPTER

An Act to amend and reenact 8§ 38.2-2202 of the Code of Virginia, relating to motor vehicle insurance;
underinsured motorist coverage; required notice.

[S1159]
Approved

Beit enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That § 38.2-2202 of the Code of Virginiaisamended and reenacted as follows:

8 38.2-2202. Required notice of optional cover age available.

A. 1. No new policy for insurance covering liability arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of
any motor vehicle shall be issued or delivered in the Commonwealth unless there is enclosed with the policy,
in boldface type, the following statement:

"IMPORTANT NOTICE:

FR@MAMQlQR%HGEE@RIHR@HGHBELNGSFRU@K%AM@l@R%WH&EN@l
OCCURYING A MOTOR VEHICLE; AND FOR OCCUPRANTS OF FHE INSURED MOTOR VVEHHICLE:
FHE FOLELOWANG HEALTH CARE AND BHSABHATFY BENERTFS ARE AVAH-ABLE FOR EACH
ACCHBENT In addition to the minimum insurance required by law, you may purchase additional insurance
coverage for the named insured and for his relatives who are members of his household while in or upon,
entering or alighting from a motor vehicle, or through being struck by a motor vehicle while not occupying a
motor vehicle, and for occupants of the insured motor vehicle. The following health care and disability
benefits are available for each accident:

+ PAY-MENT OF UPR FO $2,000 PER PERSON FOR ALL REASONABLE AND NECESSARY
ANDB REHABHAFATHON SERVHCES; SERVICES PROVIBED BY AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVUICES VEHICLE AS DEFINED N § 3211111 AND FUNERAL EXPENSES RESULTHING FROM
FHE ACCIDENT AND INCURRED WAFHIN FHREE YEARS AFFER THE BATE OF THE ACCIBDENT-
HOWEVER, H ¥YOU BO NOF PYRCHASE FHE $2,000 LHWHTF OF COVERAGE; YOU AND FHE
COMPANY MAY AGREE TO ANY- OTHER LIMIT (a) Payment of up to $2,000 per person for all
reasonable and necessary expenses for medical, chiropractic, hospital, dental, surgical, prosthetic and
rehabilitation services, services provided by an emergency medical services vehicle as defined in 8§
32.1-111.1 of the Code of Virginia, and funeral expenses resulting from the accident and incurred within
three years after the date of the accident. However, if you do not purchase the $2,000 limit of coverage, you
and the company may agree to any other limit; ANB and

ANAM@HWEQUAE@HEE@SSQFW@QMEHP@%@QPERWEEKFHELN&HRED
PERSQNISENGAGEDLNANGGGHPAIL@NF@RWHGHHERE@EN%G@MPEN%@N—FR@M
FHE FIRST WORKDBAY- LOST AS A RESULT OF FHE ACCIHBDENT UR FO FHE BATE THE PERSON
1S ABLE 7O RETURN TO HIS USUAL OCCUPATION. SUCH PAYMENTS ARE LHIMITFED TO A
PERIOD EXTFENDING ONE YEAR FROM FHE DATE OF THE ACCIHBENT (b) An amount equal to the
loss of income up to $100 per week if the injured person is engaged in an occupation for which he receives
compensation, from the first workday lost as a result of the accident up to the date the person is able to
return to hisusual occupation. Such payments are limited to a period extending one year from the date of the
accident.

H YOU DBESHRE FO PURCHASE EHHER OR BOTH OF FHESE COVERAGES AT AN
ABBHHONAL PREMIUM; Y-OU MAY BO SO BY- CONTFACHNG FHE AGENT OR COMPANY THAT
1SSUEDB YOUR POLICSY If you desire to purchase either or both of these coverages at an additional
premium, you may do so by contacting the agent or company that issued your policy."

2. The insurer issuing the policy shall inform the insured by any reasonable means of communication of
the approximate premium for the additional coverage.

B. No new policy of insurance covering liability arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of any
motor vehicle shall be issued or delivered in the Commonwealth unless the following statement, printed in
boldface type, is enclosed with the policy:

"IMPORTANT NOTICE:

¥You ARE ENFHHLED 7O PURCHASE UNINSUREBDAINDERINSURED COVVERAGE HHVHFS
EQUAL FO FHE HABHAY EHIVHTS ON YOUR MOTOR VEHICLE POLICY- HOWEVER; ANY- ONE
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NAMED HINSUREDB HAS FHE RIGHF FO6 REBUCE FHE HHMIFS OF FHE
UNHINSUREBAINDBERINSURED MOTORISF COVERAGE FO LESS FHAN FHE HABHAIFY HHIWHFS
ON FHE POLICY- BUTF NO LOWER THAN FHE FINANCHAL RESPONSIBHAFY- HHVHFS REQUIRED
BY § 46:2-472 OF THE CODBE OF VARGHNA- THE INSURER MAY REQUIRE FHAT A REQUEST 7O
REDUCE COVERAGE BE N WRIHNG: ONCE ANY- ONE NAMED INSURED REBUCES THE
POHCY HHVHFS FOR UNINSUREB/UNDBERINSURED MOTORISF COVERAGE BELOW FHE
POHCYS HABHATY- LHWHFS; FHAT ELECTHON 1S BINDHNG ON ALE INSUREDS ON FHE
POLICY- LATER; H YOU BESIRE FO INCREASE YOUR LHWHFS; YOU MUSF MAKE A SPECHHC

FO YOUR INSURER: YOU MAY WANT FO PUF FHS REQUEST N WRIHHNG You are
entitled to purchase uninsured/underinsured coverage limits equal to the liability limits on your motor
vehicle policy. However, any one named insured has the right to reduce the limits of the
uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage to less than the liability limits on the policy but no lower than the
financial responsibility limits required by § 46.2-472 of the Code of Virginia. The insurer may require that a
request to reduce coverage be in writing. Once any one named insured reduces the policy limits for
uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage below the policy's liability limits, that election is binding on all
insureds on the policy. Later, if you desire to increase your limits, you must make a specific request to your
insurer. You may want to put this request in writing.

reducing the limits of the uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage, you should carefully consider that this
coverage provides important protection in the event you are injured or your motor vehicle is damaged due to
the actions of an uninsured/underinsured motorist."

C. No policy of insurance covering liability arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of any
motor vehicle shall be issued, delivered, or renewed after July 1, 2823 2025, in the Commonwealth unless the
following statement, printed in boldface type, is enclosed with the policy:

"IMPORTANT NOTICE:

PREVAOUSLY, ¥YOUR UNDERINSURED MOTORIST COVERAGE PAID BAMAGES BUE FO AN
HINSURED AFTER ANY- CREDHF OF FHE BOBH-Y INJURY- OR PROPERTY BAMAGE HHABHAY
COMERAGE APPLICABLE TO FHE INSURED'S BAMAGES HAD BEEN APPHIED-

FHE EAW HAS BEEN AMENDED FO REQUIRE INSURERS O PROVIBE UNDERINSURED
MOTORIST COVERAGE FHAT PAY-S ANY BAMAGES BUE O AN INSURED N ABBHHON FO
ANY- BOBH-¥ INJURY OR PROPERTY BPAMAGE HABHAFY FHAT 1S ARPPHICABLE 7O THE

YOouU MAY- ELECT 7O REFUSE FHIS CHANGE N YOUR UNBERINSURED MOTORISTF
EOVERAGE Your insurance is required to provide underinsured motorist coverage that pays any damages
due to an insured in addition to any bodily injury or property damage liability that is applicable to the
insured's damages. You may choose to change the way your underinsured motorist coverage is calculated.
Depending on the change, you may reduce the amount of coverage you have and your premium may change.
Contact your agent or insurer for additional information.

AN EEECHON FO BECREASE YOUR UNBERINSURED MOTORIST COVERAGE MUST BE N
WRIFHNG: ONCE ANY- ONE NAMED INSURED ELECTS 7O BECREASE THE UNDBERINSURED
MOTORIST COVERAGE; THAT ELECHON IS BINBING ON ALL INSUREDS ON THE POLICY-
EATER; H- YOU BESIRE 7O PURCHASE INCREASED UNBERINSURED MOTORIST COVERAGE;
YOuU MUSF MAKE A SPECHHC REQUEST FO YOUR INSURER: YOO MUST PUT FHIS REQUEST
N WRHHNG Any request to change how your underinsured motorist coverage is calculated must be in
writing. Once any named insured chooses to make such a change in the underinsured motorist coverage, that
change is binding on all insureds on the policy. Any later changes you may wish to make to how your
underinsured motorist coverage is calculated must also be in writing.

BEFORE ELECHNG FO BECREASE YOUR UNBERINSURED MOTORISF COVERAGE; YOU
SHOULD CAREFULLY CONSHBER FHATF FHHS COVERAGE PROVBES HMPORTANTF
PROFECHON N THE EVENT YOU ARE INJURED OR YOUR MOTOR VEHICLE S BAMAGED
BUE TO FHE ACHONS OF AN UNBERINSUREDB MOTORIST Before changing how your underinsured
motorist coverage is calculated, you should carefully consider that this coverage provides important
protection in the event you are injured or your motor vehicle is damaged due to the actions of an
underinsured motorist.”

2. That the provisions of this act shall apply only to contracts, policies, or plans delivered, issued for
delivery, or renewed in the Commonwealth on or after January 1, 2026.
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